Sunday, May 2", 2021- 8:30a.m.
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Gathering

Prelude Chorale on 'Abide, O Dearest Jesus," Johan Pachelbel
Welcome & Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the
gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading
us from death to life, from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled
waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our
souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your
mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your
life.

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and
forever. Amen.



Greeting and Prayer of the Day

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

O God,

You give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness
of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

Psalm 22:25-31

ZFrom you comes my praise in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lorb.
**The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LoRD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
%For dominion belongs to the Lorb,
who rules over the nations.
»Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before
the LoRD.
*Their descendants shall serve the LoRbD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LorD has acted!”



Second Reading 1 John 4:7-21

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves
is born of God and knows God. ®Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God is love. °God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only
Son into the world so that we might live through him. %n this is love, not that
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. *Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one
another. *No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and
his love is perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. “*And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son
as the Savior of the world. >God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, and they abide in God. *°So we have known and believe the love that
God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness
on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. **There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. **We love because he first
loved us. *°Those who say, “l love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot
love God whom they have not seen. ’The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel John 15:1-8
The Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. ’He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to



make it bear more fruit. *>You have already been cleansed by the word that | have
spoken to you. *Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in

me. | am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. ®Whoever does not
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. il you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW #539, Abide, O Dearest Jesus

1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, your truth direct and keep us

among us with your grace,
that evil may not harm us
nor we to sin give place.

Abide, O dear Redeemer,
among us with your word
and thus now and hereafter
true peace and joy afford.

Abide with heav'nly brightness
among us, precious Light;

from error's gloomy night.

Abide with richest blessings
among us, bounteous Lord;
let us in grace and wisdom
grow daily through your word.

Abide, O faithful Savior,
among us with your love;
grant steadfastness and help us

to reach our home above.



Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again;
he ascended into heaven; he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Meal

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion



Sending

Offering

The Benediction

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good
news. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude Because He Lives, Bill Gaither

Organist: Mike Everson Pianist: Diana Hill
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Announcements

Ways to worship:

Online: Visit amluth.org to watch the latest YouTube service

On the Radio: Tune in to 93.3 FM at 11:00a.m. Sunday mornings

In-person:
8:30 a.m. Sunday Indoor Worship- abbreviated service in the sanctuary
(face coverings required)
10:00 a.m. Sunday Parking Lot Worship- relaxed service in the ALC
parking lot. Bring your lawn chairs and gather for worship, music, and
Holy Communion.

The Week Ahead:
Tuesday, May4™
10:00 a.m. Quilting
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting
Wednesday, May 5
6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Coffee with the Pastors
5:30 p.m. Kid’s Club
6:30 p.m. Youth Group
Thursday, May 6"
6:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study
Sunday, May 9™
8:30 a.m. Indoor Worship
10:00 a.m. Outdoor Parking Lot Wor:
11:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast 93.3 FM
Anytime- YouTube Worship
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