Sermon 1
Complete Joy in Christ Alone
	Principal Texts
	
	“If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you” (John 15:10–12).


	
	
	

	Summary
	
	We find complete joy when we love others as Jesus loves us

	
	
	

	Key Terms
	
	Love, Complete, Joy, Remain, Obey


Outline

	Scripture Introduction
	
	Today, we begin an eight-part sermon series on Jesus’ new command that we must love others as he has loved us. 
Next week, we’ll talk about what made this commandment new. 

But this week, we’ll begin to talk about why this new command is so important, and what we need to do to obey it.
Our primary text today will be John 15:9-17. Jesus spoke these words to his disciples at the Last Supper. At this point in his life, Jesus was only a few hours away, from being arrested by Roman soldiers. In less than a day, he would die on the cross—for us. 

What would did he choose to talk about at this critical time in his life? Here are some of his words. Let’s read John 15:9-17.  

	
	
	

	Scripture Reading
	
	John 15:9–17 (NIV)
9"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit — fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This is my command: Love each other.” 

	
	
	

	Prayer
	
	Lord Jesus, you have loved us with an incredible, everlasting love. And then, you commanded us to do the same for others. 
We can’t understand or obey this commandment without you, Lord. Please show us how to remain in your love through obedience to your command. Show us how to bring you joy, and how to experience your complete joy in our lives, as we remain in a personal relationship with you. In your name we pray. Amen.

	
	
	

	Sermon Introduction
	
	Illustration: The World Doesn’t Offer True Joy.
Mickey Mantle was one of the greatest baseball players of all time. By the world’s measure—you might say by the numbers—we would expect him to be a completely joyful person. 18 years with the Yankees. 7 World Series Rings. 536 Home Runs. Plenty of money. A wife, four children, and four grandchildren. 
But for most of his life, Mickey Mantel was far from joyful. He was actually miserable. Mantle struggled with alcoholism, infidelity, and deep feelings of insignificance. He died at the young age of 63.
Mantle was a close friend of country singer Roy Clark. He made Clark promise to sing a song at Mantle’s funeral called, “Yesterday, When I Was Young.” Mantle thought that the lyrics summarized his life. The song ends with these words:
The game of love I played, with arrogance and pride, 
And every flame I lit, too quickly, quickly died, 
The friends I made, all seemed somehow to drift away, 
And only I am left, on stage to end the play 

There are so many songs in me, that won't be sung, 
I feel the bitter taste, of tears upon my tongue, 
The time has come for me to pay, 
For yesterday, when I was young
Despite what we might expect, complete joy eluded Mickey Mantle, as it eludes many of us. Although most of us have not experienced the excesses of Mickey Mantle’s life—either in success or failure—most of us can still say from our experience that the things of this world do not bring us complete joy. Not money. Not hobbies. Not fame. And sometimes not even family. 
What should we do? Can we find true, complete joy?

	
	
	

	Proposition
	
	Only when we remain in Christ’s love through obedience to his command can we expect complete joy in our lives. Let’s read again the words of John 15:10-12.
What does remain mean in this text?
This is one of John’s favorite words. About half of the uses of this word in the New Testament are in books written by John. To remain in Christ’s love means to live in it. Abide in it. Surround ourselves with it. Be connected to it, like a vine is connected to a branch. It means to make Christ’s love a part of ourselves, living inside us, growing within us, and overflowing out of us.
True joy comes from knowing and experiencing the love of Christ in our lives on a continuous basis. That’s what it means to remain in Christ’s love. It means to live our lives within a close, personal relationship with Christ, in humble obedience to God, and in full dependence on him. Within that relationship, we find complete joy. As Mickey Mantle found out, there are no substitutes that satisfy. 



	
	
	But how do we remain in Christ’s love through obedience to Jesus’ command that we love others as he has loved us? 
We’ll spend eight weeks talking about this, but today, we begin with three basic principles. If we don’t live our lives according to these principles, we will not remain in—live within, be surrounded by—Christ’s love. And we won’t experience the complete joy that God wants us to experience in our lives.
So here are the three principles of remaining in Christ’s love:
    

	
	
	


	Exposition
	I.
	Receive Christ’s Love
We need to have a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ to love others as Jesus loves us. To begin this relationship, we must gratefully receive Christ’s love by accepting him as our Savior and Lord.
 

	
	
	1. Why? 

   Why do we need a personal relationship with God to love others the way Jesus loves us? 

Because Jesus’ love for us is a reflection of God’s love for Jesus.
Jesus said, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love” (John 15:9)

In order to love others as Jesus has loved us, we also need to have a close, personal relationship with God.  

Elsewhere in the gospel of John, Jesus’ words suggest that obedience to Jesus’ command of love builds a close, loving relationship among us, God, and Jesus.
In John 14:21, Jesus said, “Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”

Only when we know from personal experience the joy of a close, loving relationship with God and Jesus can we love others as Jesus has loved us. 

To be loved by God and Jesus, and to know them, is the greatest joy in the world. More joy than winning 7 World Series baseball championships, the way Mickie Mantle did. More joy than being idolized by small children. More joy than we could ever expect to receive apart from God.
But there’s a problem. 

   

	
	
	2. How?
How can we, as imperfect, sinful people, have a personal relationship with a perfect, holy God?

Not by our obedience to Christ’s command.
Not by our good works.

Not by our good intentions.

Not by what we have done, but by what Christ, in his love for us, did for us on the cross. Jesus paid the price for our sin by dying for us on the cross. 

Only by God’s grace, through our faith in Christ (Eph. 2:8-9), can we have a personal relationship with God.

We deserved to die for our sin. But Christ, who lived a sinless life, took our place on the cross.

To have a personal relationship with God, we need to acknowledge to God that we are sinful, and accept his invitation to have a personal relationship with him through Jesus. We accept by acknowledging that Jesus died for our sins, and by accepting Jesus as our Lord. If we don’t start here, there is no second step.
We now love both God and others because Christ first loved us (1 John 4:19). 

	
	
	

	
	
	Besides a personal relationship with God through Christ, what else do we need to remain in Christ’s love?

	
	
	


	
	II.
	Remain in Humble Obedience to God
If we want to remain in Christ, and experience complete joy, we must humbly obey Christ’s command to love others as Jesus loves us. This command was given to us by Jesus, with the authority of his Heavenly Father. Jesus said, “These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me” (John 14:24).
Concerning obedience to his command of love, Jesus said, 

“10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”

From these verses, notice two things:


	
	
	     1.  Obedient love brings joy.

Our obedient love brings joy to Christ! (v. 11)

Our obedient love brings complete joy to us (v. 11 !)


	
	
	2. Obedient love requires humility to God and others.
We have to love others the way God says to love them, not the way we think is best. Jesus said, in effect, if you love me, love others my way (John 14:15, 23). 

We need to follow Jesus’ example of humble obedience.

Jesus did not consider equality with God something to be grasped. In obedience to God’s plan, Jesus stepped off the throne of heaven, lived as a man of no reputation, and died on the cross for us. Scripture teaches us that we are to have this same attitude toward God and others as Jesus had(Phil. 2:5-8).

If we want to experience the complete joy that God intends for us, we have to live a life of humble obedience, by loving others as Jesus loves us. 

But how can we possibly obey this command, to love others as Christ loves us? He was perfect, but we are sinful. / He is God, we are human. 

Here’s how.


	
	III. 
	Rely on God, Not Ourselves
It’s impossible to obey Jesus’ command unless we put our complete dependence on God to help us obey it. If we rely on our own strength, if we depend on our own wisdom, if we rely to our own resources—then we will always fail to accomplish God’s purposes.
We can do absolutely nothing without God, and his son, Jesus Christ.
JESUS said he could do nothing without God. He said, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does” (John 5:19).

Jesus also said that WE can do nothing without him. 
He said, “Apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).
Notice that he said “nothing”. 

He didn’t say, apart from me you can’t do everything.

He didn’t say, apart from me you can’t do something.

He said, apart from me, you can do nothing.

How do we not be apart from Jesus, when he has died and gone to heaven?

Jesus promised that he would not leave us as orphaned children (John 14:18).


	
	
	1. God and Jesus live inside us.

Jesus said, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him” (John 14:23).



	
	
	2. The Holy Spirit of God is with us.

“If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” (John 14:15-17)


	
	
	3. The Holy Spirit teaches us and reminds us of what Jesus said.

Jesus said, “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you” (John 14:26).


	
	
	God, in his wisdom, created us to be dependent on him, so that we would know the joy of being in a loving relationship with him. When we try to take on God’s job by pretending to be independent of him, we worry, we stray, and we make a mess of our lives. We need God! Praise him!



	
	
	

	Conclusion
	
	The world doesn’t offer us complete joy. Fame, and wealth, and physical pleasures don’t offer us what we deeply need.  
Only when we remain in Christ’s love by obeying his command to love others as he has loved us can we expect complete joy.

May we

Receive Christ’s love by accepting him gratefully as our Lord and Savior. 
May we

Remain in Christ’s love by living humbly in obedience to him. 
May we

Rely on God’s by depending completely on him.
And then we will bring joy to Christ, and experience the complete joy that he intended.
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