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To 
Boldly 
Go
Innovative, Adaptable, Fearless



Innovative, 
Adaptable, 
Fearless . . . 

 
 

For science fiction fans, the phrase, “to boldly go” immediately brings up images of Star 
Trek. The Enterprise explored “strange new worlds,” and sought out “new life and new 
civilizations,” in its journeys through space. There were wondrous discoveries, scary 
situations, and new friends, all as values were extolled and challenged. Some sort of moral 
lesson was shared as each episode, movie, or book played out. 

So what does it mean for the church “to 
boldly go”? The Church of the Brethren is 
developing a compelling vision which will be 
voted on at this year’s Annual Conference. In 
its proposed form, it states, “Together, as the 
Church of the Brethren, we will passionately 
live and share the radical transformation and 
holistic peace of Jesus Christ through 
relationship-based neighborhood 
engagement. To move us forward, we will 
develop a culture of calling and equipping 
disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and 
fearless.” To live with passion, to share the 
peace of Jesus, to engage the neighborhoods 
where we live and serve, and to develop and 
equip disciples all require that we boldly go. 

It is rather easy for us to live in the place where we have been, hoping that people from 
the community will simply come to our church buildings because they exist. But the call 
of Jesus is to go, to share, and to be engaged in meaningful relationships with our 
neighborhoods. To boldly go means that we will find wondrous discoveries, face scary 
situations, and make new friends as we share the love and grace of God. 

As our world and our neighborhoods continue to evolve, we must be innovative in 
how we share the good news of God’s grace in Jesus. The good news does not change, but 
the way we share it must change to effectively communicate that grace. We must learn to 
adapt how we relate to the culture. We must be fearless in going to share the holistic peace 
of Jesus. As faithful followers of Jesus, may we boldly go into our neighborhoods, our 
communities, and our world to share the message of God’s love.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Shetler, 
District Executive Minister 
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A Place to Lay 
His Head  
By Mary Sue Helstern Rosenberger, January 2019 

 
And Jesus said, ‘ Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests; 

but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’” Matthew 8:20 
 God Incarnate still searches our world for a place to lay his head. 

But the Creator of the Universe cannot rest 
in halls of government, 

nor in aisles of cathedrals, 
the Pentagon has no place, 

and shopping malls and social media 
offer nothing to refresh a tired traveler. 

  
But could Jesus find a place to lay his head 

in public housing projects in Chicago? 
In the silent coalfields of Appalachia? 

Among the unemployed in the mid-West’s “rust belt”? 
With native Americans on reservations of broken promises? 

Living in limbo with “the Dreamers,” without papers 
in the only homeland they know? 

Waiting with immigrants in Mexico for a chance 
to stand before an immigration judge? 

Perhaps he could. 
  

But we know that Jesus could find a place to lay down his head 
wherever kindness is shown, 

justice is upheld, 
respect is expressed, 

help is given, 
goodness is affirmed, 

truth is told, 
humility is practiced, 

and human hearts turn God-ward. 
There he could rest, cushioned on a pillow of praise! 

MarySue Helstern Rosenberger, registered nurse, author, ordained minister, and 
chaplain, spent her childhood years in the Brookville Church of the Brethren. 
In Brethren Volunteer Service she served as a nurse at a hospital operated by the 
Vietnamese Protestant Church in NhaTrang, Vietnam from 1966 until 1967.         
She married Bruce Rosenberger in 1968 and they are the parents of two sons, Luke 
(Julie) of Boerne, Texas, and Joel of Athens, Ohio. They have one granddaughter, 
Leah Rosenberger of Austin. Mary Sue passed away on October11, 2020.
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The Church of the Brethren is developing a compelling vision which will be voted on at this year’s 
Annual Conference. In its proposed form, it states, “Together, as the Church of the Brethren, we will 
passionately live and share the radical transformation and holistic peace of Jesus Christ through 
relationship-based neighborhood engagement.  To move us forward, we will develop a culture of 
calling and equipping disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and fearless.” —From Dave Shetler’s 
article, page  2 of this issue of Together. Many of are already living this vision out in our congregations 
and in our individual lives. Following is a look at how our Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren is . . .  

  

Jesus in the Neighborhood  
By Timothy Heishman, Co-pastor Prince of Peace CoB 
 
The Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren (PoP) was 
founded in 1956 and, soon afterwards, constructed a 
church building in suburban Kettering. The church 
was originally surrounded by farmland, but that quickly 
changed. Kettering experienced rapid growth in the 
following decades. In recent years, our community has 
started to slowly change because longtime residents have 
aged and people of different cultures have moved in. 

Prince of Peace currently has several outreach 
programs. One ministry we are particularly proud of is 

our annual Vacation Bible School program. Each 
summer, VBS draws dozens of children from the 
surrounding community. We have also enjoyed 
developing relationships with our community through 
our fall garage sale, serving meals at the Ronald 
McDonald House, and holding some small meetings in a 
park as a way to be out in the community. In late 2019, 
we launched a new ministry called “the Blessing Box.” 
The box is filled with food and other items and is 
accessible 24/7. 

Over the next few years, our church board has 
committed to focus on three goals. We want to develop 
better relationships with our neighbors, with other 
churches and agencies in the community, and through 
technology. We hope to live out the Church of the 
Brethren Compelling Vision Statement, which calls us 
to share Jesus’ message through “relationship-based 
neighborhood engagement.” This will call us out of our 
comfort zones and into new ministries. We are excited 
for Jesus to lead us in new ways.  

  


