October 2020 « Issue 6 Southern Ohio/Kentucky District Church of the Brethren

Christ’s
MDASSAAOrS




Beyond the differences of
race and ethnicity, we serve
as Christ's representatives
by helping people rebuild

homes and lives.

2  April 2019

Friends
with God

Although the primary dictionary definition of ambassador is from the political realm,
an alternate definition applies more to our District Conference theme, “an authorized
messenger or representative.” We are Christ’s ambassadors. His messengers. His
representatives. This is no simple assignment; it’s not one to be taken lightly. In all that
we say, and all that we do, others see us as representing Jesus.

The Message version says it this way: “We're Christ’s representatives. God uses us to
persuade men and women to drop their differences
and enter into God’s work of making things right
between them. We're speaking for Christ himself
now: Become friends with God; he’s already a
friend with you.” As representatives, we are to
enter the work of reconciliation, of helping to
make things right between people.

In a world, even in a church, where it seems
people are so much at odds with one another, we
have the responsibility to share the Good News of
Jesus in a way that brings us together. This doesnt
mean that we are all going to agree on everything,
but it does mean that we understand and accept
that we are all God’s people.

New Testament scholar Richard Hays of the
Duke Center for Reconciliation says that we are
to utilize “practices that show unity, love, mercy,
forgiveness and a self-giving grace that the world
could not even dream of apart from Christ.” That
is the work of an ambassador, of an official representative. Rather than being a divisive
presence, may we learn to take seriously our role as
an ambassador and truly work at the ministry of
reconciliation. Now more than ever, our world, our
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church, and our community need a deep expression
of the love of Jesus. May it be so for us who claim
to be the representatives of Jesus.

Dave Shetler,

District Executive Minister

Volunteers are ambassadors for Christ as
they fill Emergency Cleanup Buckets for
Church World Service. These will be
distributed within our country to those
who have experienced flooding.
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