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Move.in
our midst

Move in our midst, thou Spirit of God.

Go with us down from thy holy hill.

Walk with us through the storm and the calm.
Spirit of God, go thou with us still.

“Move in Our Midst” is a beloved hymn of the Church of the Brethren. It affirms our
understanding of God’s presence with us at all times and in all moments. As we
contemplate God’s current movement among us for this issue of Zogezher and for our
upcoming District Conference, it is good to remember the ways in which the Spirit has
been active.

The “storms” of the pandemic forced us to stop and see how the Spirit was, and still
is, moving among us. We have had to adapt. Through technology, we have found creative
and innovative ways to continue worship, fellowship, and ministry. Worship services were
streamed or recorded for our participation. Camping and Retreat
Ministries held camp last summer over Zoom. Many of us met each
other for the first time via video conferencing. We have been able to
find calm moments as the Spirit goes with us.

As we hopefully approach an ending (or at least leveling off) of
the pandemic, the Spirit continues to move in our midst, inspiring
us to continue the work of Jesus. Some of our time-tested ways of
ministry, such as Brethren Disaster Ministries, have resumed utilizing
safety protocols. The Brethren Retirement Community has once
again begun some “normal” ways of ministry. The Climate Justice
and Racial Justice Task Teams have found ways of raising awareness
of these vital issues through online events. For many congregations,
worship is now happening in a hybrid way, with some worshipping
in-person and others joining by technology. Some of those
“gathering” are from various parts of the country, while others have
never set foot inside our church buildings but are now witnessing
the Spirit's movement as they experience the good news of Jesus.
God has walked with us through the storm and the calm.

It is easy for us to desire a return to what we thought of as
normal, but perhaps there is never a “normal” in being a follower of Jesus. If we are willing
to follow the lead of the Spirit, new opportunities for ministry will ever be before us. The
hymn encourages us to ask God to help us “build new worlds” in God’s name. May our
normal be as “innovative, adaptable, and fearless” as the Spirit moves in our midst.

Dave Shetler,
District Executive Minister



Letter from
the Moderator

I was not raised in the Church of the Brethren. I became a member when my
wife, Annette, and I decided to marry back in 1977. Annette had been a life-long
member of the West Milton Church of the Brethren, so I joined and became
involved in the life of that congregation.

Not long after we met, Annette took me to the Brethren’s Home so she could
introduce me to her grandparents, Perry and Lauree Huffaker. At that time, Perry
was in the early stages of what we now call Dementia or Alzheimer’s and never
remembered my name. He would always ask me when we visited, “Now, what is
it you do?” Every time, I answered, “Well, Perry, I'm an accountant.”

Eventually, I was called into ministry and have served the past 23 years as the
pastor of the Pleasant Hill congregation. When I was affirmed as the Moderator
for our 2021 District Conference, it didn’t take much time to come up with the
theme. “Move in Our Midst, Thou Spirit of God,” based on the hymn by
Kenneth Morse and Perry Huffaker, seemed very natural. This hymn holds a very special place in my heart,
not only because of the family connections, but also because of the wonderful tune Perry created to go with
Ken’s powerful words.

I believe Ken’s words are even more relevant now than when they were originally written. There is a lot
of gloom in the church nowadays. There is a spirit of distrust, division, and despair that is sucking the life
out of our pastors, church leaders, and congregations. We desperately need the Spirit of God to move in
our midst.

But, there is good news! The Spirit of God is moving, if we have the eyes to see it. The Climate Justice
Task Team has been busy educating the district on the effects of the changing climate. The Racial Justice
Task Team has been meeting to come up with ways we can address the racial injustice in our nation.
Brethren Disaster Ministries continues to send out volunteers to help people repair and rebuild their homes
after natural disasters. And, Camping and Retreat Ministries continues to find creative ways to bring our
children, youth, and adults together.

Beyond district ministries, the Spirit of God is moving in each of the district’s 48
congregations in quite different and unique ways. This is a great thing to be celebrated!

Our diversity means we can be Christ in our neighborhoods, to many
different people and in many different ways!

We do indeed have much to be thankful for and much
to celebrate as the Spirit of God moves in the midst of the \
Southern Ohio/Kentucky District. Please join me online
October 8 and 9 for this year’s District Conference where 4
we will celebrate the ways God’s Spirit has been moving and
how God’s Spirit will move us into the future.

If Perry would ask me now, “Now what is it you do?” I would
humbly answer, “Well, Perry, ’'m the Moderator of this year’s
District Conference.”

' Move in Our Midst,
Y gg—“ Thou'Spirit of God

In Christ’s Service,
Nick Beam

—Ephesians 4:3-4
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Another Way of Living . . .

“In the New lestament, the word “brethren” describes a community of men and women who chose another way of
living: the way of Jesus. The Church of the Brethren, begqun three centuries ago in Germany, still draws people who want
to continue Jesus work of faithfulness and loving service.” —from www.brethren.org, our denominational website

In the Southern Ohio/Kentucky District, congregations are choosing another way of living in various ways.
On these pages we are spotlighting stories of congregations who have trusted in God’s provision and those who
are allowing God to use them to provide for others.

Oakland

By Paula Ziegler Ulrich, Associate Pastor

What’s Happening at Oakland Church of
the Brethren (North of Gettysburg, OH)

Things have been hopping at Oakland Church of the
Brethren, located in western Ohio amidst rolling
farmland, rich with crops and cattle. The congregation
resumed in-person worship in March, but we continue
to offer online options for Sunday morning services, as
well as Sunday School and a weekly spiritual support
group. During the summer, eight families in the
congregation hosted garden tours, followed by an
All-Church Ice Cream Social with homemade ice

cream and cookies. As we approach fall, our children’s
ministries are in full-swing, and it has been fun watching
our new Youth Coordinator in action. We are also in the
discernment process as we prepare to search for a new
lead pastor.

Oakland Church of the Brethren has
held several fundraisers this year. Our
Lenten fundraiser (which extended into
summer) raised $5,618.50 for Heifer
International. This money bought an
Ark full of animals, garden seeds, a share
of a goat, and sent two girls to school.

In June, the congregation pulled together
a massive garage sale with the help of
over fifty volunteers. The garage sale
raised $6,231.00 for the Southern
Ohio/Kentucky District Brethren
Disaster Ministries. In addition, our
Youth Group held a bake sale and snacks
during the garage sale, which raised
$1,389.00 for their programming and

upcoming conferences.
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