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Psalm 23

It goes without saying that we are living in challenging times. Are they more challenging
than living through the Civil War, World War I, the Great Depression, World War 11, or the
turbulence of the 1960’s? It’s safe to say that each generation experienced events that tested
their faith and trust in God. And this doesn't even take into account the personal struggles
we face with family, health, finances, and so forth.

Psalm 23 is probably the most familiar passage in all the Bible. Even those who have
never been to church or have no knowledge of the Bible have probably heard the words
of this psalm. Why is it so well-known? What is it about these words that seem to resonate
with people?

I think it speaks to a part of life to which we can all relate. When we find ourselves
buffeted by the winds and waves of turbulent situations, we long for quiet, still waters.
The good news is that we have a Good Shepherd who will lead us to them.

We often look to other people and

places to find these peaceful waters.

That was how it was when the psalm

was written. Back then it was the
responsibility of the king to provide for
and protect the people, but many times
he failed in this task. The same holds true
today. Yet in contrast to the failure of our
earthly “kings,” God does what a
shepherd is supposed to do: provide life
and security for the people.

Moreover, while these words
communicate a sense of peace and
tranquility, they also tell us that God
provides so much more. To “lie down in
green pastures’ means to have food; to be
led “beside still waters” can also mean to
have something to drink; to be led “in
right paths” means that danger is avoided

and proper shelter is found. In other words, God provides everything we need for life.

When (not if) we find ourselves in the dark valleys of life, the Good Shepherd walks
with us, leading us and guiding us to green pastures, right paths, and still waters. I am
convinced that Psalm 23 is not only for funerals but for all of life’s challenges and tumult.
When you encounter these storms may you seek the Good Shepherd—the only one—to
lead you to still waters.
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