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More information on Disaster Ministry and Camp Sugarwood including complete schedules, registra-

tion forms, etc can be found on the district website: www.sodcob.org. 

District Conference 2026 
September 25 & 26, 2026 
At Pleasant Hill Church of the Brethren 
Online registration now open! 
Theme: The Least of These 
“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me.’” — Matthew 25:45 
 
This year’s District Conference invites us to step deeply into the heart of Jesus’ teaching from Mat-
thew 25:40–45. In this powerful passage, “the least of these” refers to those who are most vulnera-
ble among us — the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the imprisoned. Jesus 
names them as brothers and sisters, and He calls us to see Him in their faces. 
Our theme challenges us not only to reflect, but to respond. 
 
Friday Focus: Seeing and Serving Those in Need 
Friday’s sessions are designed to open our eyes, stir our compassion, and equip us for meaningful 
action within our communities. 
 
Poverty Experience — Friday Morning 
We begin with an immersive Poverty Experience that helps participants understand the daily reali-
ties faced by individuals and families living with limited resources. This guided experience invites us 
to walk—briefly—in the shoes of those who struggle, cultivating empathy and awareness that shape 
our ministry. 
 
District Ministries Spotlight — Friday Afternoon 
The afternoon will highlight several powerful ministries already at work within our district: 

• Troy Church of the Brethren Laundry Ministry — offering dignity and practical support 
through clean clothing. 

• Lower Miami & Charleston Congregations — sharing in ministry with immigrants and refu-
gees, offering welcome and practical assistance. 
• Isaiah’s Place (Troy, OH) — presented by Mary Riffell, this faith‑based nonprofit supports fos-

ter children and foster families with care, advocacy, and hope. 
 
These sessions will not only inform but inspire, showing how congregations across our district are 
already living out Jesus’ call to serve “the least of these.” 
 
Grant Writing & Funding Opportunities 
A dedicated segment will help congregations and ministries learn how to identify, pursue, and write 
grants—an invaluable resource for expanding outreach and sustaining impactful work. 



 
A Call to Compassionate Action 
This year’s conference is more than a gathering. It is an invitation to see with Christ’s eyes, to re-
spond with Christ’s heart, and to join together in ministries that transform lives. 
We hope you will join us as we learn, reflect, and commit ourselves anew to serving “the least of 
these” in our communities and beyond. 
 

District Clerk needed! 

The Southern Ohio/Kentucky District is still seeking a District Clerk. As of January 31, 2026, 
this important leadership role remains unfilled. The position, previously held by a volunteer, has now 
been designated as a paid role, and the Board is in the process of updating and clarifying the respon-
sibilities to better support the work of the district. 
This position may be filled by either a man or a woman. If you—or someone you know—would be 
willing to serve in this vital leadership role, please contact Interim DE Nick Beam 
(nbeam@brethren.org) or Trent Smith, District Board Chair (pastortrent@happycornerchurch.org) for 
more information. 

 

Good Shepherd Church of the Brethren Celebrates the 
150th Anniversary of the founding of their church this year. They are planning to have a wor-
ship service on August 16, 2026 at 2:00 pm followed by fellowship time with light refreshments imme-
diately after the service.  
 
You, your family, and friends are invited to join them and celebrate with music, sharing of memories, 
and worship. They are looking forward to this special milestone in the life of Good Shepherd Church 
of the Brethren and can’t wait to see what the Lord has in store for their congregation’s future. 
 
So, save the date and come enjoy an afternoon of reminiscing, singing, praising the Lord for 
all He has done for the Good Shepherd Church of the Brethren 

 

Camp Sugarwood Updates 

Save the Dates, more details to come.                                                                                        
—Women’s Retreat October 2-3 at Bergamo Retreat Center, Paula Bowser will be our presenter.     
—Fall Quilting and Crafting Day Camp, October 19, 20, and 21 at Oakland CoB.                                
—Fall Family Gathering November 6-8 at Cricket Holler.                                                                     
—Junior Winter Blast January 8-9 at Cricket Holler for grades K-5.                                                      
—Senior Winter Blast January 15-16 at Cricket Holler for grades 6-12. 

Support Camping and Retreat Ministries with Raise Right 

Buy Gift Cards through Raise Right. Turn your everyday expenses into support. Simply buy gift cards 
and shop online through CRM’s RaiseRight Program and brands will automatically give up to 20% 
back to help pay for Camping and Retreat Ministries programs like Winter Blast. Use gift cards to pay 
for everyday things like groceries, gas, clothing, coffee, or dining out. Whether you’re at home or on 
the go RaiseRight gives you the flexibility with eGift cards, reloadable cards, and a mobile app. Help 
CRM any time, anywhere.Download the app or use your computer. Enter this enrollment code: 
MGV2V7Y2G92N at www.raiseright.com.  
For questions or help, contact Carrie,   cdrees23@gmail.com 
Amazon WishList 

mailto:cdrees23@gmail.com


New items have been added to the Camp Sugarwood Amazon wishlist. https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/17UUZ989BSJ4D?ref_=wl_share 

 
 
 
Brethren Disaster Ministry Updates 
 

Hurricane Helene Recovery –BDM is now working in Yancey County, NC. Our partners at this site 
are Yancey County Long Term Recovery Group and Beacon Network. The housing site is Micaville 
Presbyterian Church which was damaged by Hurricane Helene. The congregation has worked to re-
pair the building, and S. Ohio/KY BDMers helped by installing the kitchen and enclosing a sleeping 
area. BDM will work at this site through mid-August. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities – Volunteers are needed for our fall trips: Sept 6-12, Oct. 11-17, and Nov. 
8-14. BDM’s work for the rest of 2026 will be in western NC. Call/text Helen Wolf at 937-902-3475 
or  SouthernOhioBDM@gmail.com to join a crew.  A flyer with all the 2026 trip dates can be found on 
the district website.  
 
Sewing Bee – On July 25 there will be a Sewing Bee at 9:00 AM at Eaton Community Church. Vol-
unteers will sew school bags for Church World Service (CWS) kids kits, formerly called school kits. 
Please bring your sewing machine and an extension cord. There will be work for non-sewers prep-
ping items for kits. Everyone is invited to bring a sack lunch. A flyer with the 2026 schedule can be 
found on the district website. 
 
Ice Cream Social – Come to the annual Ice Cream Social on Sat., August 1 at Happy Corner COB 
from 4:00-7:00 PM. Plan to come for supper which includes chicken & noodles, sloppy joes, mac & 
cheese, cowboy beans, coney dogs, pies, and five flavors of ice cream! Enjoy music and buy Share-
A-Meal tickets. Return your coin jars. All proceeds will support the ministry of S. Ohio/KY BDM. Mark 
your calendar! Invite friends to join you!   
 
Be a Share-A-Meal Host! – Now is the time to sign up for hosting a Share-A-Meal. The host choos-
es a date, location, menu, and number of guests. Tickets are sold at the August 1st Ice Cream Social 
for $25 each. The host covers meal expenses, and BDM receives the donation from the tickets sold. 
You and your guests will enjoy a delicious meal and great fellowship! All will have supported BDM! 
Call/text Paula Connerley at 937-266-7171 or paula.connerley@icloud.com to sign up as a host. 
Thank you! 
 
Golf Scramble – On Sat., Aug. 15 the annual Golf Scramble will be held at Beechwood Golf Course. 
This is sponsored jointly by BDM and the Camping and Retreat Ministry of the S. Ohio/KY District 
COB. Registration forms have been mailed to previous golfers and sponsors. These forms will soon 
be available at SODCOB.org. or contact Kevin Dull at montpres57@gmail.com. 

 

Prayer Needs . . . 
A very important way we can be supportive of each other is to lift each other up in prayer.  2026 Prayer List for Congre-
gations can be found on the district website.  

-- That someone in the district would feel the call to serve as the District Clerk 
--Dave and Bettina Balmer and family--passing of Dave's dad  
--The Bernhard family--passing of Joyce Bernhard 
-- Jon and Lori Keller-- Lori dealing with auto-immune disease 
-- for peace in the Middle East 
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--For the ongoing violence between Russia and Ukraine 
-- For those feeling the call and working to support those who are in danger of being deported. 
--Larry Lutz-- slowly getting better and able to get around a bit. 
- This month we are praying specifically for the Beavercreek, Prince of Peace, Pitsburg and Painter-
creek Congregations.  
-- Camp Sugarwood-- for all of our campers and volunteers that camp is an impactful spiritual experi-
enc and that growth in faith and relationships will happen. Also celebrate with Camp Sugarwood the 
joy of being a ministry of the Southern Ohio/Kentucky District.   
 
- - May we remember those congregations in pastoral transition -  
New Carlisle--Tara Hornbacker, Interim.   
Prince of Peace--John Sgro, Interim. 
Harris Creek– Pastor Phil Dell retired 
Eversole-- Brent Driver, Interim 
Circleville--Open position 
Good Shepherd--Dennis Delk, Interim 
  
- There are many issues and situations continuing to face us as we minister in our respective loca-
tions, including those who are serving in interim situations and others who are in discernment regard-
ing placement or are considering a move. There are others facing health issues, please keep these 
situations in prayer. Please contact Nick if you know of prayer situations of which we should 
be aware. May we lift each other in prayer as we work to continue the work of Jesus, peacefully, 
simply, together. 
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