
       
 

  

Wednesdays at 6:30pm; Dec. 3, 10 & 14 

Join us for a special worship experience in the Little White 
Church. Holden Evening Prayer will be our guide as we 
prepare our hearts for the Light of the World! 

Then, celebrate the miracle of Christmas with your 
community this year. We invite you, your family you’re your 
neighbors to join us for one of three worship services on 
Wednesday, December 24 as we reflect on the birth of 
Jesus and welcome the light into the world. 

Insisting on Hope this Advent Season 

Atonement Lutheran Church 
1290 Sierra Granda Blvd. 
Billings, MT 59105 
406-245-7004  
office@atonementbillings.org  
www.atonementbillings.org 

theCOMMENTATOR 
December 2025 / Vol. 70 / Issue 12 

3:00pm Little White Church 
A special service tailored specifically for WyndStone 
residents and their visiting families. The intimate setting of 
the historic Little White Church provides a convenient and 
meaningful way for residents to celebrate Christmas Eve 
together, complete with familiar carols, a Christmas 
message and Holy Communion. 

4:30 & 6:30pm @ Atonement Lutheran Church 
Join us for an unforgettable service for the entire family, 
celebrating the story of Jesus' birth. Experience a peaceful, 
reflective and uplifting service, culminating with Silent 
Night and traditional candle lighting. 



  

By: Sara Westrope, ALC Preschool Director  

As we enter the Advent Season we prepare for Christmas 
in our homes with our families; we also take time to 
prepare for the joyous season that celebrates Jesus’ birth 
at preschool! 

We have an exciting schedule of events planned in 
December for our students! Santa’s Workshop will be set 
up in our dramatic play area, our little elves will be working 
hard wrapping presents, making cards, playing with our 
manger scene, decorating the Christmas tree and making 
fun Christmas crafts. Students and their families can look 
forward to the following events:  

Date Activity 

Dec. 10 Crafts at WyndStone 

Dec. 16 Christmas Program for WyndStone 
residents 

Dec. 17 & 18 
@10:30am 

Christmas program at Atonement for 
family & friends (cookies & beverages) 

Dec. 10 & 11 Polar Express Day in pajamas 

Dec. 16 Birthday Party for Jesus 

Dec. 16 & 19 Wear ugly Christmas sweaters 

Dec. 22−Jan 2  Christmas Break 

We could use your help with some of the supplies we will 
be working with in the coming months. If you can find and 
donate these items below, that would be a great help 
during the school year. 

White Cardstock Green Pipe Cleaner 

Clear Contact 
Paper 

Goldfish Snack Crackers/Pretzels 

Oatmeal Lg 
Containers 

Walmart/Target/Albertsons Gift 
Card 

 
Thank you for all your prayers and support as we continue 
our journey through the school year!  We are blessed to 
have your support and generous hearts! Merry Christmas! 

We are Coloring the Advent & Christmas Season with Jesus!   

 
Online Worship Bulletin Requests 
By: Christina Kapperud 

If you worship with us online and would like to follow 
along with the service, we’re happy to email you a copy 
of the Sunday bulletin each week. The bulletin includes 
the order of worship, hymns, and announcements to 
help you stay connected and participate from home. 

If you’d like to be added to the email list, please contact 
the church office at: 

406-245-7004 or office@atonementbillings,org 

We’re grateful to worship together-whether in person or 
online! 

Conflict Resolution Workshop 

Sara Beth Wald will be hosting a session of her popular conflict resolution workshop "The Ball is in Your Court: An 

Intentional Approach to Relational Energy Exchange" on Thursday, Dec. 18 from 6-7pm in the Jerusalem Room. This 

workshop offers a simple tool you can begin using right away to navigate your hardest conversations. All are 

welcome! Please register at www.redefine-love.com/workshops. If cost is a barrier, scholarships are available at 

registration. 

 

http://www.redefine-love.com/workshops


 
 

  
We get to journey through Advent and Christmas alongside our 
friends at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd and Peace 
Lutheran Church. Three congregations—three expressions of 
Jesus’ body—sharing one story, one set of prayers, one deep 
longing for God to break in with hope. 

This partnership is both practical and theological. It testifies to 
the truth that God is with us, and we are with each other. 

The liturgical resources we’re using this year, created by A 
Sanctified Art, remind us again and again that good news is 
louder than fear—a phrase I’m holding close. In a season when 
many of us quietly carry loneliness, grief, uncertainty, or 
exhaustion, we need that reminder. We need to hear one 
another’s voices rising in hope. We need to proclaim, with 
shaking knees or steady ones: 

“Even in a fearful world, love is all around us.” 

“When we’re running out of hope, God is still at work.” 

“Fear doesn’t get the last word.” 

“Christ is born for us—all of us.” 

My prayer is that this Advent and Christmas you will experience 
the deep truth that God keeps breaking into ordinary life—in 
our sanctuaries, in our living rooms, in late-night worries and 
early-morning hopes. And that as our three churches worship 
and wonder together, we will find renewed courage for the year 
to come. 

I’m grateful to be walking this road with you...in hope! 

 

 

By: Ryan Chaddick, ALC Pastor 

Friends, 

Every year when Advent begins, the Church reminds us that we 
do not enter this season alone. We step into it together—
lighting candles, singing familiar carols, listening for old stories 
that somehow speak life and warmth to our lives again and 
again. We step into this season carrying our real lives: our joys 
and our worries, our wonder and our weariness, our hopes and 
yes, our fears. 

Our shared worship series, “What Do You Fear?” explores a 
simple but powerful truth: fear is not something to hide from 
God. Fear is part of being human. The good news is that in 
Scripture, God’s answer to human fear is always presence, 
courage, and love. 

• When Zechariah trembles in the temple, an angel draws 
near. 

• When Mary wonders how any of this could be possible, 
God speaks promise and blessing. 

• When Joseph feels overwhelmed, God whispers, “Do not 
be afraid.” 

• When shepherds quake in the fields, heaven erupts in song. 
 

And in every one of these stories, fear is met with 
companionship. This year, I’m especially grateful that we 
aren’t walking this road only as Atonement Lutheran Church. 

Good News Is Louder Than Fear 

By: Deacon Kristin 

Advent is typically a season where we become extra 
generous in our church for our neighbors. However, this 
Atonement family has led a movement of abundant 

generosity for the last several weeks. The call of Jesus to 
show up for the neighbor (literally) is happening through all 
of you. I pray that during the season of Advent, you will take 
time to rest, breathe in peace and hope, and reflect on the 
goodness of God as we continue to generously love one 
another and our neighbors. I invite you to join us for our 
mid-week Advent services in the Little White Church 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm (Dec. 3, 10 & 17). We'll worship 
using Holden Evening Prayer together in that sacred space. 
May you experience the love and peace of Christ as we 
enter Advent. 

Much peace 



 

 

  

By: Rose Steiner 

The Columbarium Garden Committee is in need of new 
members on their committee to help guide its ministry.  
We usually meet quarterly.  Serving on this committee is 
not limited to only those who have purchased options in 
the past. Prayerfully consider this interesting and 
rewarding service to Atonement. Contact the church 
office or Trustees Marilyn Franklin, Butch Morse or Rose 
Steiner. 

“She wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes and laid Him in a manger.” 
By: Evangelism 

Help needy families in our community this Christmas 
season. Please bringing diapers (especially larger sizes 
and pull-ups) or wipes and place them under the Angel 
Tree in the Commons.  In January they will be picked up by 
Family Promise who distributes them to other not-for-
profits for families they serve.  Thank you for your spirit of 
giving to support others!   

Caroling 
By: Sydney Holte 

The chapel choir will be caroling following the service on 
Dec. 14! All are welcome to join if you would like.  Please 
contact Sydney Holte with any questions at  
763-234-0367. 

WELCA Christmas Dessert 
You’re invited to join us for our Annual WELCA Christmas 
Dessert on Monday, Dec. 1 at 7pm! This cherished 
tradition is a wonderful way to welcome the Christmas 
season together. 

Come and enjoy an evening filled with delicious 
homemade goodies, warm fellowship, and festive 
entertainment that is sure to lift your spirits. It’s a perfect 
opportunity to slow down, savor the joy of the season, and 
gather with friends old and new. 

Bring your appetite, your holiday cheer, and maybe even a 
friend—everyone is welcome! We look forward to 
celebrating with you. 

Thank You! 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make this 
year’s Bazaar such a tremendous success! Through your 
hard work, generous donations, and wonderful 
community spirit, we raised an amazing $18,000! We are 
so grateful for everyone who baked, crafted, served, set 
up, cleaned up, and supported the event in any way. Your 
efforts truly made a difference—thank you! 

Blue Christmas 
Dec. 21 at 6:30pm at Lutheran Church of the  
Good Shepherd a Blue Christmas service, a collaboration 
of ELCA churches in Billings.  

Pub Theology 
Dec. 7 (exact time to be determined) at 105. 

Columbarium Garden Committee 



 

  

ALC Financial Report October 2025 

Ministry Budget 

Income  $34,367.73 Expenses  $49,591.72 

Profit/Loss  ($15,233.99) Net Income YTD  ($16,902.37) 

    

Mortgage Fund 

Income  $4,148.78 Mortgage  $5,163.00  

Profit/Loss  $1,014.22 Net Income YTD  ($8460.78) 

Financial Committee and Council are aware of the issues; we’ve been tracking them 

for the last three months. November appears to be back on track. – Clint Westrope, 

ALC Treasurer 

 

Easy Ways to Give! 

In-person, Online, Mobile or Scan QR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEEN PANTRY 

WORSHIP 
usher/asst. minister/read/driver 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
helpers & teachers

 

 

 

 

 

WW – No Meals this month 

MM – No meals this month 

Planning to Attend? To ensure we have enough seating, 

please call (406-248-5313) or text Debbie (406-696-7029) at 

least two days in advance if you plan to attend. Thank you 

for helping us plan!

 

Grow and share your Faith through one of the many 
opportunities for study and fellowship that fits your 
schedule! 

• Hope Circle - Third Thurs/month @ 9:30am – ALC 
• Men's Square - First Fri/month @ 6:30am – ALC 
• J.O.Y. Bible Study - Wed @ 6:30am - Montana Jack's 
• Wednesday Bible Study – Wed @ 10:00am – ALC 



  

Christmas Movie Night 
Saturday, Dec. 6 at 6:30pm - Join in some festive fun!  
Wear your coziest pajamas and join us for a festive movie 
night! We’ll enjoy a Christmas movie together along with 
treats and cookie decorating. All Sunday School families 
are welcome! Please ask Nikki or Cassie for location 
details if you have not received that information already. 

Christmas Program & Bake Sale 
Dec. 21 9:15am - SS students will be sharing their 
Christmas program during worship. Following the service, 
students 3rd grade and up are  hosting a Christmas Bake 
Sale in the Commons. All proceeds support students 
attending summer camp programs. Come celebrate and 
support our students! 

Milestones Ministry Recognitions 
Dec. 7 & 14 @ 9:15am - Join us in celebrating and praying 
for students as they grow in faith and understanding. 

• Dec. 7: 2nd Gr Apostles’ Creed Milestone Recognition 
• Dec. 14: 1st Gr Lord’s Prayer Milestone Recognition 

Advent Confirmation & YG Schedule 
Beginning Dec. 3 @ 6:30pm - Confirmation and youth 
group students are invited to worship together 
Wednesdays at the Little White Church for Advent 
services. Here’s how the evening will run each week 
leading up to Christmas: 

• Advent Service 
please drop students off at the Little White Church 
(across from Atonement) a few minutes before 6:30pm 

• Dinner after service at Atonement 
• Interactive devotional &  game after dinner (30 min) 
• Dismissal 8:00pm 

 
Parents and families are also invited to attend the Advent 
services if able. Advent is a beautiful time to slow down 
and prepare our hearts for Christ’s coming, and 
worshiping together as families and a church community 
is a meaningful way to do that. 

Nikki Groshans, ALC Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

As we enter this holy season of Advent, we at Christikon give thanks for each of you—
partners in ministry, companions on the way, and bearers of hope in your communities. 
May these weeks of waiting and watching draw you into deeper wonder at God’s nearness, 
kindle in you a quiet courage for the days ahead and open your hearts to the Light that is 
already dawning. Christikon holds you in prayer as together we journey toward the promise 
of Emmanuel—God with us, now and always. 

A blessed Advent and Christmas to you and yours from your Christikon family. It is the 
mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in Christ— exploring God’s creation 
and the adventure of life together. 

WELCA Collecting for Kids this Winter 

By: June Canfield 

Snow & cold are coming! WELCA wants to help keep kids warm by 
collecting new hats, gloves & mittens again this year for our local 
elementary schools. The schools are especially in need of gloves, as they 
are lost so easily. Please drop off your donations at the school pantry 
cabinet in the Commons. 
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Bringing the Hope We Share in Christ to All! 


