
        
 

By: Cassie McKenney, VBS Director 

 

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to each and 
every one of you for your incredible support during 
this year's Vacation Bible School. 

To our volunteers 

Your dedication, time, and enthusiasm made a huge 
difference, and we couldn't have done it without you. 
You helped create a memorable and impactful 
experience for all the children. 

To our donors 

Your generous contributions provided the resources 
we needed to make this event a success. Your 
support is truly appreciated and made a significant 
impact.  Thank you all for your commitment and 
generosity. Together, we created something 
wonderful! 
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Thank You from Snowball Mountain Challenge! 

 



  

 

By: Sara Westrope, Atonement Lutheran Preschool Director 

Our summer continues here at Atonement Lutheran 
Preschool and we are getting ready for the new preschool 
year. We are freshening our classrooms, planning art & 
craft projects, along with science experiments and much 
more for the 2026-2027 preschool year!!  

Our enrollment for the 2026-2027 preschool year is open 
and we have openings available, but do not delay 
registering to guarantee your spot.  We offer three different 
classes for our students: 

• Tuesday/Thursday 3–4-year-old preschool class;  
• Monday/Wednesday/Friday 3.5-5-year-old preschool 

class;  
• Monday/ Tuesday/ Thursday/ Friday 4-5 year old K-

Prep class.   
Upcoming events this summer for our 2026-2027 
preschool year are the Open House at National Night Out 
on Tuesday, August 4th.  Please stop anytime from 6:30 – 
7:15!  Incoming students will have their picture taken for 
the coming preschool year and the preschool parents will 
be receiving the parent packet to be completed and 
brought back to our Orientation on August 26th at 11:30.  

We could use your help with some of the supplies we will 
be working with in the coming month. If you can find and 
donate these items, it would help us are great deal! 
 

Microban Fresh Scent 
Spray 

9x12 Construction Paper 
(Black and /or Variety 
Pack) 

Dial Foam Soap Refill Clorox Wipes 

Kleenex Tissues White Cardstock 

 

Happy Summer from Atonement Lutheran Preschool! 

 
 

By: Deacon Kristin La Ve’ 

Deacon is a word derived from the Greek "diakonia" 
meaning service, ministry, or office of service. Diakonia 
has been the word used to describe Christian work of 
ministry in the world: attending to the needs of others, 

especially in the ways Jesus attended to the vulnerable, 
poor, marginalized, and oppressed.  

In Acts chapter 6, the disciples were learning how to 
continue Jesus' ministry and lifted up that several should 
be chosen to attend to service to those in need. While 
some in the community were assigned to preaching, 
praying, and teaching roles, others, including Stephen, 
were chosen, prayed over, and called into service--
diakonia.  

The early church realized that ministry was more than 
gathering in worship and practiced service as a part of this 
model. We continue to be people of diakonia, offering 
compassion, love, and service to those in need, just as 
Jesus did.  

Go forth and serve. 



 

  

 

By: Nikki Groshens, Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

Youth & Family Bonfire & Sing Along 
On July 15 at 7pm, the Faith Family Future Committee 
along with our Youth and Family Ministries will be hosting 
a summer Youth and Family Bonfire and Singalong.   
S’mores, snacks and drinks provided.  Bring your camp 
chairs and your voices!  All ages welcome to this family 
friendly event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frappe & Friends 
On July 26 all youth 6th grade to 12th are invited to come 
have a soda or coffee treat and play games at the heights 
City Brew at 2:30pm. 

 

Large Print Newsletter Available! 
If a larger print format would make reading the 
Commentator easier or more comfortable, we’re happy to 
provide one for you. Simply reach out to Christina at 
406-245-7004 or email office@atonementbillings.org, 
and she’ll make sure you’re taken care of. 

  

 



 

  

ALC Financial Report May 2026 
Ministry Budget 

Income  $51,135.39 Expenses  $47,388.40 

Profit/Loss  $3,746.99 Net Income YTD  $9,267.27 

    

Mortgage Fund 

Income  $7,432.15 Mortgage  $5,163.00  

Profit/Loss  $2,269.15 Net Income YTD  $3,133.47 
 

We’re doing well financially and had a couple of larger contributions to the General 

Fund in May.  Because we are getting into the main part of the summer there might 

be a drop off on the monthly giving during July and August. 

Clint Westrope, ALC Treasurer 

 

 
 

 

Easy Ways to Give! 

In-person, Online, Mobile or Scan QR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEEN PANTRY 

WORSHIP 
usher/asst. minister/read/driver 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
helpers & teachers

 

 

 

 

 

WW – July 8 @ 6pm Vig on the Deck 

MM – taking a break for the summer 

Planning to Attend? To ensure we have enough seating, 

please call (406-248-5313) or text Debbie (406-696-7029) at 

least two days in advance if you plan to attend. Thank you 

for helping us plan!

Grow and share your Faith through one of the many 
opportunities for study and fellowship that fits your 
schedule! Please note the schedule changes for summer 
below. 

• Hope Circle - Third Thurs/month @ 9:30am – ALC 
 Off June, July & August - Resumes September 17 
• Men's Square - First Fri/month @ 6:30am – ALC 
 Off July & August 
• J.O.Y. Bible Study - Wed @ 6:30am - Montana Jack's 
• Wednesday Bible Study – Wed @ 10:00am – ALC 

 Off June, July & August 
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Council Members  

President…………………………………………Mike Noland 
Vice President……………………………….…….Tara Bolte  
Secretary……………………………………….…….Sara Wald  
Treasurer………………………………..…….Clint Westrope  
 
Diane Erickson Olson  
DJ Groshans 
Dennis Roseleip  
 
Susie Barbero  
Janice Van Alstein  
 
Christy Fettig 
June Canfield 
Curt Wilcox 
 
Lane Severson (Alt.) 
Arya Westrope (Youth Rep.) 
Dani Picchioni (Youth Rep Alt.) 
Ellie Picchioni (Youth Rep Alt.) 
 

 

National Night Out Returns to 
Atonement! August 4, 6-8pm! 

Join us for National Night Out as we gather with neighbors, 
friends, and community partners for an evening of fun and 
connection. Enjoy food trucks, bounce houses, and 
opportunities to learn about local organizations serving 
our community. 

Interested in helping or learning more? Contact Melissa 
Chaddick, Pastor Ryan, or Christina in the church office. 

Bringing the Hope We Share in Christ to All! 


