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Getting the Most Out of
John 1—12
The most significant fact in history can be summed up in four words:
Jesus Christ is God!
The great declaration of the Bible is that God in human flesh was
born in Bethlehem. It was God in the person of Jesus Christ who
astonished the people of his day with his miracles and amazed them
with his teaching. It was God who lived a perfect life and then
allowed himself to be put to death on a Roman cross for humanity’s
sins. It was God who broke the bonds of death three days after he died
and came out of the grave alive. The deity of Jesus—the fact that he
was God in human form—is the bottom line of the Christian faith.
When the apostle John sat down to write his Gospel, he was not
interested simply in adding one more account of Jesus’ life to the
three already in existence. John wrote his book with a very specific
purpose in mind:

John’s book is not a biography; it’s a theological argument. John
wants to convince us that Jesus of Nazareth is God the Son. Then he
wants to show us how that fact will change our lives in some amazing
ways. It is by believing in Jesus Christ as the Son of God that we find
life—real life, eternal life, a whole new kind of life!
Every event John records is designed to show us that Jesus is God.
John pulls from the life of Jesus specific incidents that demonstrate
his majesty and deity. Of particular interest to John are the sign mira-
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Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31)
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cles of Jesus. In the first twelve chapters of his book he records seven
miracles. These miracles were not performed simply to relieve human
suffering or to meet human needs; they were “signs.” They pointed to
the truth of Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God.
John was the last Gospel writer. The best evidence points to a date
around A.D. 90 for the composition of his Gospel. The other Gospels
had been in circulation for some time. John wrote to add his unique
perspective and to fill in some of the details not recorded by the other
writers. He assumes his readers are familiar with the other Gospels.
John does not mention, for example, the anguish of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. The other writers had adequately described that
incident. John does, however, give us the details of Jesus’ conversation with his disciples on the night before his crucifixion. The other
writers mention it only briefly.
John never mentions himself by name in the Gospel; he refers to
himself simply as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” We have in this
Gospel the memories of an intimate friend about Jesus. Jesus had
transformed John’s life. I hope you are prepared to have that happen
to you! You are about to begin a fascinating study focused on the
greatest person who ever lived—Jesus Christ. If you will respond to
what John writes in faith and obedience, you, like John, will experience a whole new kind of life.
Suggestions for Individual Study
1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you
through his Word.
2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal
reflection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on
God and on the theme of the study.
3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can
delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the
passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of
the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of
the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.
4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover
for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types

6
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of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who,
what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the
meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the
implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys
unlock the treasures of Scripture.
Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a
personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding
of yourself and of God’s Word.
5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look
up any unfamiliar words, names or places.
6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for
what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have
come to mind.
7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,”
or you may want to use that idea for your next study.
Suggestions for Members of a Group Study
1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will find that careful preparation will
greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.
2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your
group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the
members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader
will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.
3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based
on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside
authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on
a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other
portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in indepth study on equal ground.
4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers.
Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions
that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to
explore the passage more thoroughly.
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7

When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also,
be affirming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more
hesitant members of the group to participate.
5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so
eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for
others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.
6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed
and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have
an enjoyable and profitable time together, but also that as a result of
the study you will find ways that you can take action individually
and/or as a group.
7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered confidential and should not be discussed outside the group unless specific
permission is given to do so.
8. If you are the group leader, you will find additional suggestions
at the back of the guide.

1
Encountering
the Word
John 1

It was a great day in our history when a man first walked on the
moon. But the Bible declares that a far greater event took place two
thousand years ago: God walked on the earth. God the Son, Jesus
Christ, came to live among us as a real human being.
GROUP DISCUSSION. What famous person alive today would you like
to spend a day with? Why?

John opens his Gospel with a beautiful hymn of exaltation to Christ.
It is one of the most profound passages in the whole Bible. It is written in simple, direct language, but the truth it contains has never been
fully explained. We come upon an ocean-sized truth but have to be
content to paddle around in shallow water. Read John 1:1-18.
1. Why do you think John calls Jesus “the Word” (vv. 1, 14)?

©1990, 2002 by Douglas Connelly

PERSONAL REFLECTION. What do you hope will happen in your life as
a result of studying the Gospel of John?

Encountering the Word

—————————————————
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2. In verses 1-5 what facts does John declare to be true of the Word?

Which of these facts most helps you understand who Jesus is?

3. John contrasts Jesus’ rejection by the majority with his reception by
a few (vv. 9-13). What truths about Jesus should have brought the
majority to receive him (vv. 9-11)?

4. How would you explain to someone both the meaning and the
results of receiving Jesus (vv. 12-13)?

5. According to verses 14-18, what specific aspects of God’s character
are revealed to us through Jesus?

6. Read John 1:19-34. In verses 8 and 9 and again in these verses
another John is introduced. He is not the author of the Gospel but
John the Baptizer, Jesus’ relative, and the one who announced Jesus’
coming to the people of his day. What steps does John the Baptist take
to guarantee that people will not look at him but at Jesus?

7. How would you summarize John the Baptist’s testimony concerning Jesus?

10
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8. Read John 1:35-51. In these verses we are introduced to five men:
Andrew, Simon, Philip, Nathanael and one unnamed disciple (John).
How does each man respond to the testimony he hears about Jesus?

9. Which of these responses have you encountered as you have
shared your faith in Jesus Christ?

10. What would you be most interested in investigating about Jesus if
you could go back in time to the events in this chapter?

11. John records more than a dozen names or descriptions of Jesus in
this chapter. Which of the names of Jesus has the most significance to
you personally? Explain why.

Thank Jesus for coming to explain God fully to us. Use some of the titles
and descriptions from this chapter to express your worship and praise to
him.

Now or Later
Consider some ways that you (as an individual or as a group) can be a
witness for Jesus in your community. Plan to take one specific action
this week to demonstrate Jesus’ love to others who don’t yet know
him.

2
Signs of God
John 2

After I had given a presentation on the claims of Jesus, a skeptical student asked, “What proof do you have that Jesus really was who he
claimed to be?” People have been asking that question for two thousand years! For John the convincing proof of Jesus’ deity was found in
his words and deeds. No one but God could say the things Jesus said,
and no one but God could do the things Jesus did.
GROUP DISCUSSION. What miracle or achievement would you choose
to launch yourself into a political campaign or into public ministry?
What effect do you think it would have?

In chapter 2 John pulls two events from the early ministry of Jesus
that demonstrate his power and authority. We are shown a miraculous
sign as Jesus exercises his creative power to turn water into wine. We
are also shown a sign of Jesus’ authority as he cleanses God’s temple
in Jerusalem. Both signs demonstrate that Jesus was the fullness of
God clothed in humanity. Read John 2:1-11.
1. If you had been a wedding guest, what do you imagine your reac-
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. What initially convinced you that Jesus was
more than a man?
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tion would have been to this miracle?

2. When the groom’s parents run out of wine for their guests, Jesus’
mother asks him to help (v. 3). What do you think Mary expects Jesus
to do? (Remember, according to verse 11, Jesus had not performed
any miracles.)

3. What does Jesus mean by his reply to Mary in verse 4?

4. According to verse 11, the purpose of Jesus’ miracle is not to save
the groom from embarrassment but to display Jesus’ glory. What
aspects of Christ’s glory does this miracle reveal to you?

5. What area of your life seems like plain water right now?

How could Jesus transform that problem or relationship?

6. Read John 2:12-25. How does John’s picture of Jesus in verses 15-16
fit with today’s popular concept of him?

7. What is the significance of Jesus’ claim that the temple is “my
Father’s house” (v. 16)?

8. Only the Messiah, God’s promised deliverer, has the authority to
cleanse the temple. The people recognize that fact and ask Jesus for a
miraculous sign to confirm his identity (v. 18). How would the sign

S i g n s o f G o d ———————————————————————
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Jesus points to be particularly meaningful to them (vv. 19-22)?

9. Why don’t the disciples immediately grasp what Jesus is talking
about when he says, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in
three days” (vv. 19, 22)?

10. If people were believing in Jesus because of the miraculous signs,
why doesn’t Jesus “entrust himself to them” (vv. 23-25)?

11. What does this passage reveal about Jesus’ concern for his Father’s
reputation?

12. In what practical ways can you demonstrate in your life the same
concern for the holy character of God?

Express your openness to Jesus’ authority in your life and heart. Give him
permission to drive out whatever dishonors him. Ask him to change the
stagnant water of your life into vibrant wine.

Now or Later
Think about what aspects of your life Jesus may want to clean up or
change—work or school habits, your words, your thought life, a relationship, your entertainment preferences. Would you welcome Jesus
into those areas, or would you question his right to intrude?

3
Starting Over
John 3

I recently talked to a junior in college who is only one month old. No,
she isn’t a child genius. A few weeks ago a friend explained to her
who Jesus is and how much Jesus loved her. As she responded in simple faith, she experienced the joy of spiritual birth.
GROUP DISCUSSION. What’s the best gift you have ever received? Why
was it so special?

“Born again” is a phrase used in our culture for everything from skin
cream to surfboards. It surprises some people to learn that the original trademark for that expression came from Jesus. He used it to bring
a very religious man to a life-changing decision. Read John 3.
1. How would you describe Nicodemus to a friend? What kind of person was he?
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. What would you do differently if you could
start life over again?
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2. Jesus’ reply to Nicodemus in verse 3 seems to have nothing to do
with Nicodemus’s statement in verse 2. Why do you think Jesus
brings up the subject of new birth?

3. Why does Nicodemus respond to Jesus’ explanation with such
amazement (v. 9)?

4. Why is Jesus likewise amazed at Nicodemus’s ignorance (vv. 1012)?

5. How does the story of Moses lifting up the snake in the desert illustrate our need and Christ’s offer of salvation (vv. 14-15; see Numbers
21:4-9)?

6. What impresses you about God in verses 16 and 17?

7. What do you learn about yourself (as part of “the world”) in those
verses?

8. Verses 18 through 21 emphasize the importance of our personal
response to Jesus Christ. How would you describe your response to
him?

16
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9. In your opinion, what motivates John the Baptist’s disciples to raise
the issue of Jesus’ ministry (vv. 22-26)?

10. How would you summarize John’s view of the character and ministry of Jesus (vv. 27-36)?

11. What are some ways you can demonstrate Jesus’ superiority over
all that you are and all that you own?

Ask God to prepare you to speak confidently to others about the role of
Jesus in your life.

Now or Later
Think about a person you know who needs to hear the truth about
Jesus. Plan to spend some time with that person, and look for opportunities to tell them about Jesus and how he has changed your life.

4
Connecting
with People
John 4

Think of the people you least want to be around—crooked politicians, racial bigots, violent gang members or drug dealers. We don’t
talk to some people about Jesus out of fear or because we think they
won’t want to listen. People in Jesus’ day had the same fears and prejudices. Jesus, however, broke through any barrier if it meant bringing
a person to faith.
GROUP DISCUSSION. When have you been able to turn an ordinary
conversation into a discussion about Jesus?

In John 4 we see Jesus reach out first to a woman, then to his disciples
and finally to a grieving father. Watching Jesus give himself to people
with love and compassion will help us care for those God puts in our
paths. Read John 4:1-26.
1. Why do you think Jesus “had to go through Samaria” on his way to
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. Who are you afraid or reluctant to talk with
about Jesus? What factors make you hesitant?
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Galilee (v. 4)? (Jewish people normally went around Samaria to avoid
contact with the despised Samaritans.)

2. Jesus’ words surprise the Samaritan woman (v. 9). What presentday situations might arouse the same racial, religious and sexual prejudices?

3. How does Jesus’ offer of “living water” contrast with what the
woman thinks he means (vv. 10-15)?

What does this offer of “living water” mean in your life and experience?

4. Why do you think Jesus brings up the woman’s long list of past
marriages and her present adulterous relationship (vv. 16-18)?

5. How does Jesus respond when the woman suddenly changes the
subject and begins talking about the controversy over the proper
place of worship (vv. 19-24)?

6. What principles can you draw from Jesus’ conversation with the
woman to help you in discussing the gospel with non-Christians?

C o n n e c t i n g w i t h P e o p l e ————————————————
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7. Read John 4:27-54. How is the disciples’ confusion about food (vv.
31-33) similar to the woman’s confusion about living water?

8. After his encounter with the Samaritan woman, what specific lessons does Jesus apply to his disciples and to us (vv. 34-38)?

9. How does the royal official’s attitude differ from the response Jesus
had anticipated (v. 44)?

10. What has Jesus taught you in this chapter about your sensitivity
and response to people around you who are in need?

How could you reach out to someone who has been rejected by the
world and offer Jesus’ love?

Identify any obstacles in your mind and heart that keep you from seeing
people as God sees them. Give your fears and prejudices to the Lord.

Now or Later
Who were the people responsible for telling you about Jesus? Let
them know in a letter or phone call how much you appreciate their
concern for you.
What individuals have you had a part in leading to faith in Christ?
Let them know in a personal way of your continued concern for their
spiritual growth.

5
Deity on Trial
John 5

In my high school years I was hooked on lawyer television programs.
Those intrepid men and women always found the missing piece of
evidence that would rescue the innocent and convict the guilty. I’ve
learned since my high school days that sometimes judges and juries
are wrong. Men and women may hear all the evidence and still make
a wrong decision.
GROUP DISCUSSION. What are some reasons why people do not believe
in or follow Jesus?

In John 5 Jesus is on trial. It is not a formal trial in a courtroom, but
all the elements of a trial appear in the story. A group of people is
forced to make a decision about Jesus in their hearts. They hear all
the evidence but make a disastrously wrong decision. Read John
5:1-15.
1. Picture yourself in the setting of this story. What noises would you
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. What factors (people, circumstances) helped
to bring you to faith in Christ? What factors worked against your
belief?
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hear? What would you smell? How would you feel being there?

2. What was the disabled man’s attitude before his healing, and how
did it change?

3. The fourth commandment says, “Remember the Sabbath day by
keeping it holy” (see Exodus 20:8-11). In their zeal to apply this command, what do these critics of Jesus fail to see (vv. 9-15)?

4. In what ways has Jesus made you well and whole?

5. Read John 5:16-47. Jesus explains that the work of creation ended on
the seventh day, but not the work of compassion (vv. 16-18). Why does
his explanation make his enemies even more determined to kill him?

6. What insights do verses 19-23 give us into the Father’s devotion to
the Son?

the Son’s dependence on the Father?

22
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7. According to Jesus, why is our response to him a matter of eternal
life or death (vv. 24-30)?

8. What “witnesses” does Jesus call forward to testify on his behalf,
and how does their testimony validate his claims (vv. 31-40)?

9. In verses 39-47 Jesus claims that both the Scriptures and the testimony of Moses stand against his accusers. These religious leaders
rested their hope of acceptance before God on their obedience to the
written law of Moses. If you were in that situation, would Jesus’ challenge make you angry, or would it force you to reevaluate your attitude toward Jesus? Explain your answer.

10. What steps can you take to avoid slipping into the kind of religion
that is outwardly pious but inwardly bankrupt?

11. According to this chapter, what factors influence our verdict for
or against Jesus?

Commit yourself in prayer to a growing relationship with the Lord
instead of reliance on religious rules.

Now or Later
This week visit a place marked by loneliness or suffering—a hospital,
a homeless shelter, a foster-care facility, a prison. Go with a willingness to demonstrate the love of Christ. Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s
direction toward an individual in need.

6
Jesus,
the Bread of Life
John 6

I teach a class for Spring Arbor University, and I see all kinds of
responses to pressure. When an assignment is due or the deadline for
a paper looms, some people are motivated by that pressure to get the
job done. Other people have learned to start early on a project
because when the pressure builds they feel paralyzed. Still other students call me in tears, pleading for more time to finish the work.
Eventually they discover some ways of coping are more effective than
others!

PERSONAL REFLECTION. Recall a time when you (or a friend) faced circumstances that seemed beyond your ability to handle. How did God
demonstrate his presence and power in that situation?

Jesus used just about every life situation to strengthen the faith of his
disciples. On this particular day Jesus was faced with a huge crowd of
hungry people. Jesus offered them food that would satisfy their spiritual hunger forever. Read John 6:1-15.
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GROUP DISCUSSION. How do you usually respond to an “impossible”
situation—a problem in your life that doesn’t seem to have a solution?
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1. How would you characterize Philip and Andrew’s responses to the
problem of feeding this enormous crowd (vv. 5-9)?

2. If Jesus knew what he was going to do (v. 6), why do you think he
asks these two disciples for advice?

3. How do you think the disciples feel as they gather up the leftover
pieces (vv. 12-13)?

4. What insights does this passage give you into how Jesus may be at
work in the difficult situations of your life?

5. Read John 6:16-59. Imagine that you are one of the disciples, rowing
the boat in the dark, rough water (vv. 16-21). How would your perception of Jesus be altered by seeing him walk on water?

6. The next day the people are hungry again, so they come seeking Jesus
(vv. 22-25). How does he try to redirect their thinking (vv. 26-33)?

7. Jesus claims to be the bread of life (v. 35). Based on the remarks of
some in the crowd (vv. 41-42), do you think they understand what
Jesus is saying? Why or why not?

J e s u s , t h e B r e a d o f L i f e ————————————————
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8. When Jesus says, “This bread is my flesh,” the crowd thinks only of
cannibalism (v. 52). What do you think it means to eat Jesus’ flesh
and drink his blood (vv. 53-59)?

Is this something we do once for all time, or is it an ongoing process?
Explain.

9. Read John 6:60-71. Jesus turns away from the crowd and focuses on
his disciples. How would you describe their responses to his “hard
teaching”?

Which response best describes your present attitude toward Jesus,
and why did you choose that answer?

10. Jesus has contrasted the two appetites found in every person—the
appetite for food that perishes and the appetite for food that endures.
In what way has Jesus satisfied the spiritual hunger in your heart?

Thank God for satisfying all your needs—physical, emotional and spiritual. Be specific in your thanksgiving.

Now or Later
Evaluate how you use your resources of time, money and energy.
Based on how you distribute your resources, what needs in your life
do you work hardest at meeting? What steps can you take to bring
more balance in your life? Ask a friend to hold you accountable for
the changes that need to be made.

7
Confused
over Christ
John 7:1-52

Not long ago I had a series of conversations with a young man about
Jesus Christ and why faith in him is so important. At first, the man
was interested. He was open to listening to God’s Word and considering Christ’s claims. As time went on, however, he became more and
more hostile. Finally, he told me that he didn’t want to pursue his
investigation any further. He had decided to reject Christ and his offer
of salvation.
GROUP DISCUSSION. Have you ever had to work with someone who
disliked or even hated you? What was it like to face that person every
day? (Or what do you think it would be like?)

John’s Gospel seems to follow the pattern of my conversations with
the young man. In the early chapters men and women responded to
Jesus with belief. Then some of those who follow him turned away.
Now open warfare breaks out between Jesus and his enemies—and
yet some still see the truth. Read John 7:1-13.
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. How would you feel if a family member or
close friend openly doubted your abilities or decisions?

C o n f u s e d o v e r C h r i s t ——————————————————
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1. The first blast of hostility against Jesus comes from his own family.
How would you characterize the statements made by Jesus’ brothers?

2. Why do you think Jesus waits to go to Jerusalem until after his
brothers have left (v. 10)?

3. What counsel would you give a believer who faces spiritual opposition from his or her family?

4. Read John 7:14-52. When Jesus makes his presence in Jerusalem
known, people begin to challenge the origin (and, therefore, the
authority) of his teaching. According to Jesus, how can we verify the
truth of his teaching (vv. 16-18)?

5. What other opinions or questions do people have about Jesus in
verses 20-36?

How does Jesus respond to each one?

6. On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, large vats of water were
poured out on the pavement of the temple court as a reminder of God’s
provision of water in the wilderness. With that custom in mind, how
would you explain the significance of Jesus’ remarks in verses 37-39?

28
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To what extent has Christ been a continual source of spiritual refreshment for you?

7. Throughout the chapter John gives us a sampling of various reactions to Jesus. Identify some of the reactions of various people and
explain why you think they reacted the way they did.

8. Which of the opinions you have identified in this chapter are still
expressed today, and in what way?

9. Based on Jesus’ example, what should our response be to such
opinions about and reactions toward Jesus?

Sit or kneel quietly before the Lord, and let him bring the refreshment of
living water to your heart and mind.

Now or Later
Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit several times in the Gospel of John. If
you have access to a Bible concordance, look up the word Spirit and
read each reference in John. Summarize what each passage teaches
about the Spirit’s ministry. Here are a few passages to get you started:
John 3:5-8; 6:63; 14:25-27; 16:12-14.

8
Caught in
Adultery
John 7:53—8:11

Nothing is more humiliating than being caught in an act of disobedience! Whether it’s a child with his hand in the cookie jar or an adult
driving over the speed limit, we all know the sinking feeling of being
caught. We also know the desperation of wanting to be forgiven.
GROUP DISCUSSION. Which is harder for you: to forgive or to seek forgiveness? Why?

In John 8 a woman is caught in the most awkward of situations—the
very act of adultery. The way Jesus responds to her may surprise you.
Read John 7:53—8:11.
1. Unlock some of the emotional background of this encounter. How
do you think the woman feels when she is publicly accused?
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. Think of a time when you hurt someone and
that person was willing to forgive you. How did it feel to be forgiven?
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What emotions grip the woman’s accusers?

2. What would you have done if you had been part of the crowd that
looked on?

3. How do you feel when someone exposes a sin or failure in your
life?

4. While it is obvious that the woman is guilty, what elements of a
setup can you find in this situation?

5. In your opinion, what does Jesus write in the dirt?

6. The Pharisees and teachers boasted loudly about how good and
holy they were. Why do you think they leave rather than stone the
woman (vv. 7-9)?

7. How would you describe Jesus’ attitude toward the woman (vv. 1011)?

C a u g h t i n A d u l t e r y ———————————————————
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8. Do you think Jesus is condoning the woman’s sin by not condemning her? Explain.

9. If you were the woman, how would you feel as you left Jesus’ presence?

10. How do you usually respond when you fail?

11. What can we learn from this passage about Jesus’ attitude toward
us, even when we feel awful about ourselves?

12. What does this account teach us about forgiving and accepting
others?

Thank God for his willingness to forgive you. Ask him to cultivate a spirit
of forgiveness in your relationships with others.

Now or Later
Focus on someone you need to forgive or from whom you need to
seek forgiveness. Plan a strategy to approach that person with grace
and humility. Ask someone older or wiser in the Lord to give you
some guidance and to pray for your endeavor to resolve a difficult situation.

9
Shine, Jesus, Shine
John 8:12-59

Jesus never spoke in public without creating controversy. In fact, he
was constantly in trouble! Rather than retreating behind the safety of
a pulpit, Jesus spoke in settings where people were bold enough to
talk back.
GROUP DISCUSSION. What is your typical response to the promises of a
politician or the claims of an advertisement? Are you generally suspicious, or do you tend to be more trusting?

In this portion of John’s story Jesus makes a series of claims about
himself. Each claim is met by a challenge from his enemies. Each
challenge is then answered, and the answer leads to the next claim.
Throughout this interchange, Jesus shows us how to speak the truth
in the face of hostility. He also reveals some amazing things about
himself. Read John 8:12-30.
1. Jesus’ first claim is “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. Have you ever tried to talk about Christ with a
family member or coworker who was hostile to your message? How
did you feel at the time? How did you try to penetrate that person’s
spiritual barriers?
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me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” What
does it mean to walk in the darkness (v. 12)?

How has following Jesus brought light into your life?

2. The Pharisees challenge the validity of Jesus’ claim (v. 13; see Deuteronomy 19:15). How does Jesus answer their challenge (vv. 14-18)?

3. Jesus’ reference to his Father leads to his second claim—that he
came from God. In what way does this claim heighten the tension
between Jesus and his opponents (vv. 19-30)?

4. Jesus says, “If you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be,
you will indeed die in your sins” (v. 24). What is the response of our
contemporary culture to that claim?

5. Read John 8:31-59. Jesus makes another startling claim in verses 3132: “If you hold to my teaching . . . then you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.” Those who hear Jesus’ claim interrupt him
to say that they are already free. What analysis does Jesus give of their
“freedom” (vv. 34-36)?

6. Jesus’ opponents also claim to have both Abraham and God as their
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father. According to Jesus, how does their conduct contradict their
claim (vv. 39-47)?

7. Why is our conduct the truest test of our beliefs?

8. What is it about Jesus’ statements that makes his enemies want to
stone him (vv. 48-59)?

9. Summarize the various attacks voiced against Jesus in this chapter,
and explain how Jesus’ example will help you face spiritually hostile
people.

10. In what ways does your lifestyle validate (or invalidate) your
claim to be a follower of Jesus?

Let God speak to you about any areas of your life that don’t match up
with your claim to be his disciple.

Now or Later
If you know someone who is hostile to the message of the gospel,
challenge that person to read a book about the Christian faith and
then discuss it with you. C. S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity or John Stott’s
Basic Christianity might be good ones to start with. Listen carefully to
your friend’s objections, and try to respond openly and courageously.
Reading good books on Christian belief will also strengthen your ability to answer those who raise objections to Jesus and his claims.

10
A Blind Man
Sees the Light
John 9

Our sight is a wonderful gift from God. We marvel at the fiery colors
of a sunset, the rich pastels of spring and the delicate beauty of a
flower. How tragic it must be to never see the light of day.
But there is a far greater tragedy than physical blindness. Some
people with twenty-twenty vision are blind spiritually to God and to
his work all around them.
GROUP DISCUSSION. Describe your most vivid childhood memory
involving darkness. What feelings come over you in the dark?

In John 9 Jesus meets a man who has been blind from birth. The man
illustrates that those who are blind often see clearly, while others with
sight see nothing at all. Read John 9:1-12.
1. Based on the question the disciples ask Jesus in verse 2, how do
they view the relation between sickness and sin?
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. In what ways would being blind change your
life?
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What is Jesus’ view of the same issue?

2. In your opinion, which of these views is more widely held among
Christians today? Explain.

3. In verse 5 Jesus claims to be the light of the world. In what sense
does the physical healing of the blind man confirm Jesus’ spiritual
claim?

4. Why do you think Jesus goes through the process of making mud
and instructing the man to go wash, instead of simply healing him
instantly?

5. Read John 9:13-41. How would you describe the initial response to
the healed blind man of his neighbors (vv. 8-12)?

of the Pharisees (vv. 13-17)?

of his parents (vv. 18-23)?

of the man himself (vv. 24-34)?

A B l i n d M a n S e e s t h e L i g h t ——————————————
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6. On what grounds do the Pharisees object to this miracle (vv. 16,
22, 24, 29)?

7. How do the Pharisees react when the genuineness of the miracle
becomes undeniable (vv. 28-34)?

8. When might Christians today exhibit the Pharisees’ attitude toward
a marvelous work of God’s grace or power?

9. What is Jesus’ purpose in seeking out the healed man a second time
(vv. 35-38)?

10. Through what weakness, failed relationship or disability in your
life could God demonstrate his glory?

Thank Jesus for bringing spiritual sight to you.

Now or Later
The blind man believed in Jesus and worshiped him (John 9:38).
What do you think the man’s worship involved? What posture before
Jesus did he take? What words did he say? How can you demonstrate
a worshipful attitude toward Jesus?

11
Listening for the
Shepherd’s Voice
John 10

Sheep are not particularly bright animals. They can’t fend for themselves very well. Food and water may be within sight, but they won’t
go to it unless a shepherd leads them. Sheep get lost easily too, so
they need a shepherd to guide them. Sheep can’t defend themselves.
They have no sharp claws or teeth or wings to fly. Sheep are an easy
target for an enemy—unless they have a shepherd to protect them.
It’s not much of a compliment when Jesus calls us his sheep. The
term wasn’t designed to exalt us; it was designed to exalt our shepherd.

PERSONAL REFLECTION. In what situations do you feel most insecure
or afraid? How does it help when someone faces those situations with
you?
In John 10 Jesus uses the scene of a shepherd enclosing his sheep in a
sheepfold to give us one of the most moving pictures of our salvation
and assurance in Christ found anywhere in the Bible. If you’ve ever
doubted the love of Christ, Jesus will give you a healthy dose of confidence in this chapter. Read John 10:1-21.
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GROUP DISCUSSION. What person or trend did you (or your friends)
follow when you were teenagers? Why did you follow, and what
responses did you receive from others?
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1. As you read back through this passage again, identify who or what
these images represent, and list the characteristics of each.
The sheep pen:

The shepherd:

The thief:

The sheep:

The gate:

The hired hand:

2. In verses 11-15 Jesus talks about the shepherd’s care for his sheep.
What can you learn from those verses about Jesus’ care and relationship with you?

3. What does Jesus reveal about the future of his flock (v. 16)? In
what ways do you feel a part of “one flock” under “one shepherd”?

4. Why do you think Jesus stresses that he lays down his life of his
own accord (vv. 17-18)?

5. Read John 10:22-42. According to Jesus, how are his enemies in this
passage different from his sheep (vv. 22-27)?
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6. What does Jesus mean when he says, “My sheep listen to my voice
. . . and they follow me” (v. 27)?

7. How do you respond to the promises and assurances Jesus gives his
sheep in verses 28-29?

8. When Jesus claims that he and the Father are one, the Jews pick up
stones to stone him (vv. 30-33). Do you think his defense is a denial
of his deity (vv. 33-36)? Explain.

9. What usually prompts you to have doubts about your salvation or
your relationship with Jesus: personal failures? feelings of unworthiness? judgment from others? Explain your answer.

10. How will the promises Jesus makes in these verses help you when
you struggle with doubt?

Ask the Holy Spirit to fill your heart with confidence in Jesus’ promises to
you.

Now or Later
The image of God as a shepherd is used many times in the Bible to
picture God’s care for his people. Read through the following passages
and filter out one promise that you can use to strengthen your own
faith or to encourage another Christian who may be struggling.
Psalm 23
Psalm 95
Isaiah 40:11
Isaiah 53:6

12
Back from
the Dead!
John 11

I was murdered in a high school play—stabbed in the back by a
treacherous friend. But the next day I was sitting in class as if nothing
had happened! No one was shocked to see me alive because my
“death” was a deception.
The real experience of death is far more difficult to handle. Ever
since God judged Adam and Eve for their sin, death has plagued
humanity. It snatches those we love and looms over all our lives like a
menacing spirit. The Bible calls death our final enemy.

PERSONAL REFLECTION. What feelings do you have when you think
about death? What facts about death (if you knew for sure they were
true) would ease your concerns?

In this chapter Jesus reaches out to a family struggling with the pain
of death. He shows us why we need never fear death again. Read John
11:1-44.
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GROUP DISCUSSION. Think back to the death of a family member or
friend. Did that death cause you to question God’s love? Explain your
answer.
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1. From the clues in this chapter, describe Jesus’ relationship with
each member of this family: Mary, Martha and Lazarus.

2. How can we resolve the seeming conflict between Jesus’ love for
Lazarus and his deliberate delay in helping him (vv. 4-5, 15)?

3. What elements of doubt and faith do you see in Martha’s statements to Jesus (vv. 17-27)?

How does Jesus stretch Martha’s faith in this brief encounter?

4. Jesus declares to Martha that “he who believes in me will live, even
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die”
(vv. 25-26). What kind of “life” and “death” is Jesus referring to in
each case?

5. How does Jesus’ statement alter our normal view of life and death?

6. Why do you think John emphasizes that Jesus is deeply moved by
Mary’s grief and the anguish of those with her (vv. 28-38)?

B a c k f r o m t h e D e a d ! ——————————————————
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7. Based on this passage, how would you respond to those who think
that grief at a loved one’s death is incompatible with real faith?

8. Read John 11:45-57. How would you explain the fact that the people who saw the same miracle responded in two totally different
ways?

9. What does this account reveal about the value of miracles alone for
bringing people to faith in Christ?

10. In what ways will this chapter change the way you respond to
personal difficulty or the apparent delay of God?

How will it change the way you pray for those who are going through
difficult situations?

Talk to God about how you feel when he seems far away or unconcerned
about you. Thank him that he never abandons you as his child.

Now or Later
Focus on a specific situation in your life or in a friend’s life that you
need to trust God to work out. Write the need on a card or in your
journal, and begin to pray about it. Keep a record of how God works.

13
The King’s
Last Acts
John 12

I have a friend who takes the Bible’s challenge to “number our days”
very literally. He has calculated his expected life span, translated it
into days, and he writes the days he has left to live above every day in
his planner. Instead of being a morbid reminder of his death, it motivates him to leave a legacy of love and holy living.
GROUP DISCUSSION. If you knew for sure that you had only one week
to live, what would you do with that week?

If you have ever felt rejected or misunderstood, you know how Jesus
feels as his public ministry comes to an end. The hostility against him
has risen to a fever pitch. His gentle compassion and abundant miracles have been met with opposition and violence. Jesus knows what
none of his friends know—that he is about to die. In spite of the fleeting attempts of the crowd to make him king, Jesus chooses the way of
the cross. Read John 12:1-11.
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PERSONAL REFLECTION. What acts do you want to be remembered for?
How consistently do you do what you want the people you love to
remember?
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1. Which person in this passage do you identify most closely with:
Mary, who loved giving; Jesus, who appreciated receiving; or Judas,
who looked only at the cost? Explain why you identify with that person.

2. Judas objects to Mary’s extravagance. What motives and wrong
thinking lie behind his objection (vv. 4-8)?

3. How would you have reacted to Mary’s act?

What can we expect if we are extravagant in our devotion to Jesus?

4. Read John 12:12-36. What do the shouts of the crowd tell us about
their expectations of Jesus (vv. 12-19)?

5. How do Jesus’ statements about his mission clash with the crowd’s
expectations (vv. 23-28)?

6. Jesus often uses apparent contradictions to drive home a truth.
How would you explain verse 25 in terms that apply to your life (see
also vv. 26-28)?
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7. Jesus makes it clear that he is about to die. What will Jesus’ death
accomplish (vv. 23-24, 28, 31-32)?

Which of these results is most encouraging to you? Explain why.

8. Read John 12:37-50. When we stubbornly refuse to believe, what
happens to our spiritual senses, and why (vv. 37-41)?

9. Jesus’ last public message to his people is recorded in verses 44-50.
What indications do you find that he is still reaching out in love and
grace to those who have rejected him?

10. How can you apply the example of Jesus to people who reject you
or your witness about Christ?

Reflect on Jesus’ commitment to do the Father’s will. Prayerfully examine
your own direction and life goals in that light.

Now or Later
Jesus refers to our spiritual enemy, Satan, as “the prince of this world”
in John 12:31. Earlier Jesus called him a murderer and the father of
lies (John 8:44). In what way has Jesus’ death on the cross “driven
out” Satan? What resources are available to you when you are under
attack spiritually?

Leader’s Notes
Leading a Bible discussion can be an enjoyable and rewarding experience.
But it can also be scary—especially if you’ve never done it before. If this is
your feeling, you’re in good company. When God asked Moses to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt, he replied, “O Lord, please send someone else to do
it”! (Ex 4:13). It was the same with Solomon, Jeremiah and Timothy, but
God helped these people in spite of their weaknesses, and he will help you
as well.
You don’t need to be an expert on the Bible or a trained teacher to lead a
Bible discussion. The idea behind these inductive studies is that the leader
guides group members to discover for themselves what the Bible has to say.
This method of learning will allow group members to remember much more
of what is said than a lecture would.
These studies are designed to be led easily. As a matter of fact, the flow of
questions through the passage from observation to interpretation to application is so natural that you may feel that the studies lead themselves. This
study guide is also flexible. You can use it with a variety of groups—student,
professional, neighborhood or church groups. Each study takes forty-five to
sixty minutes in a group setting.
There are some important facts to know about group dynamics and
encouraging discussion. The suggestions listed below should enable you to
effectively and enjoyably fulfill your role as leader.

Preparing for the Study
1. Ask God to help you understand and apply the passage in your own
life. Unless this happens, you will not be prepared to lead others. Pray too for
the various members of the group. Ask God to open your hearts to the message of his Word and motivate you to action.
2. Read the introduction to the entire guide to get an overview of the
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MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU. (2 COR 12:9)
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entire book and the issues which will be explored.
3. As you begin each study, read and reread the assigned Bible passage to
familiarize yourself with it.
4. This study guide is based on the New International Version of the Bible.
It will help you and the group if you use this translation as the basis for your
study and discussion.
5. Carefully work through each question in the study. Spend time in meditation and reflection as you consider how to respond.
6. Write your thoughts and responses in the space provided in the study
guide. This will help you to express your understanding of the passage
clearly.
7. It might help to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places. (For additional help on how to study a passage,
see chapter five of How to Lead a LifeGuide Bible Study, InterVarsity Press.)
8. Consider how you can apply the Scripture to your life. Remember that
the group will follow your lead in responding to the studies. They will not go
any deeper than you do.
9. Once you have finished your own study of the passage, familiarize
yourself with the leader’s notes for the study you are leading. These are
designed to help you in several ways. First, they tell you the purpose the
study guide author had in mind when writing the study. Take time to think
through how the study questions work together to accomplish that purpose.
Second, the notes provide you with additional background information or
suggestions on group dynamics for various questions. This information can
be useful when people have difficulty understanding or answering a question.
Third, the leader’s notes can alert you to potential problems you may encounter during the study.
10. If you wish to remind yourself of anything mentioned in the leader’s
notes, make a note to yourself below that question in the study.

Leading the Study
1. Begin the study on time. Open with prayer, asking God to help the
group to understand and apply the passage.
2. Be sure that everyone in your group has a study guide. Encourage the
group to prepare beforehand for each discussion by reading the introduction
to the guide and by working through the questions in the study.
3. At the beginning of your first time together, explain that these studies
are meant to be discussions, not lectures. Encourage the members of the
group to participate. However, do not put pressure on those who may be hes-
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itant to speak during the first few sessions. You may want to suggest the following guidelines to your group.
■ Stick to the topic being discussed.
■ Your responses should be based on the verses which are the focus of the
discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers.
■ These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely
should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to
participate in in-depth study on equal ground.
■ Anything said in the group is considered confidential and will not be discussed outside the group unless specific permission is given to do so.
■ We will listen attentively to each other and provide time for each person
present to talk.
■ We will pray for each other.
4. Have a group member read the introduction at the beginning of the discussion.
5. Every session begins with a group discussion question. The question or
activity is meant to be used before the passage is read. The question introduces the theme of the study and encourages group members to begin to
open up. Encourage as many members as possible to participate, and be ready
to get the discussion going with your own response.
This section is designed to reveal where our thoughts or feelings need to
be transformed by Scripture. That is why it is especially important not to read
the passage before the discussion question is asked. The passage will tend to
color the honest reactions people would otherwise give because they are, of
course, supposed to think the way the Bible does.
You may want to supplement the group discussion question with an icebreaker to help people to get comfortable. See the community section of
Small Group Idea Book for more ideas.
You also might want to use the personal reflection question with your
group. Either allow a time of silence for people to respond individually or discuss it together.
6. Have a group member (or members if the passage is long) read aloud
the passage to be studied. Then give people several minutes to read the passage again silently so that they can take it all in.
7. Question 1 will generally be an overview question designed to briefly
survey the passage. Encourage the group to look at the whole passage, but try
to avoid getting sidetracked by questions or issues that will be addressed later
in the study.
8. As you ask the questions, keep in mind that they are designed to be
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used just as they are written. You may simply read them aloud. Or you may
prefer to express them in your own words.
There may be times when it is appropriate to deviate from the study guide.
For example, a question may have already been answered. If so, move on to
the next question. Or someone may raise an important question not covered
in the guide. Take time to discuss it, but try to keep the group from going off
on tangents.
9. Avoid answering your own questions. If necessary, repeat or rephrase
them until they are clearly understood. Or point out something you read in
the leader’s notes to clarify the context or meaning. An eager group quickly
becomes passive and silent if they think the leader will do most of the talking.
10. Don’t be afraid of silence. People may need time to think about the
question before formulating their answers.
11. Don’t be content with just one answer. Ask, “What do the rest of you
think?” or “Anything else?” until several people have given answers to the
question.
12. Acknowledge all contributions. Try to be affirming whenever possible.
Never reject an answer. If it is clearly off-base, ask, “Which verse led you to
that conclusion?” or again, “What do the rest of you think?”
13. Don’t expect every answer to be addressed to you, even though this
will probably happen at first. As group members become more at ease, they
will begin to truly interact with each other. This is one sign of healthy discussion.
14. Don’t be afraid of controversy. It can be very stimulating. If you don’t
resolve an issue completely, don’t be frustrated. Move on and keep it in mind
for later. A subsequent study may solve the problem.
15. Periodically summarize what the group has said about the passage.
This helps to draw together the various ideas mentioned and gives continuity
to the study. But don’t preach.
16. At the end of the Bible discussion you may want to allow group members a time of quiet to work on an idea under “Now or Later.” Then discuss
what you experienced. Or you may want to encourage group members to
work on these ideas between meetings. Give an opportunity during the session for people to talk about what they are learning.
17. Conclude your time together with conversational prayer, adapting the
prayer suggestion at the end of the study to your group. Ask for God’s help in
following through on the commitments you’ve made.
18. End on time.
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Many more suggestions and helps are found in How to Lead a LifeGuide
Bible Study, which is part of the LifeGuide Bible Study series.

Components of Small Groups
A healthy small group should do more than study the Bible. There are four
components to consider as you structure your time together.
Nurture. Small groups help us to grow in our knowledge and love of God.
Bible study is the key to making this happen and is the foundation of your
small group.
Community. Small groups are a great place to develop deep friendships
with other Christians. Allow time for informal interaction before and after
each study. Plan activities and games that will help you get to know each
other. Spend time having fun together—going on a picnic or cooking dinner
together.
Worship and prayer. Your study will be enhanced by spending time praising
God together in prayer or song. Pray for each other’s needs—and keep track
of how God is answering prayer in your group. Ask God to help you to apply
what you are learning in your study.
Outreach. Reaching out to others can be a practical way of applying what
you are learning, and it will keep your group from becoming self-focused.
Host a series of evangelistic discussions for your friends or neighbors. Clean
up the yard of an elderly friend. Serve at a soup kitchen together, or spend a
day working on a Habitat house.
Many more suggestions and helps in each of these areas are found in Small
Group Idea Book. Information on building a small group can be found in
Small Group Leaders’ Handbook and The Big Book on Small Groups (both from
InterVarsity Press). Reading through one of these books would be worth your
time.

JOHN 1—12: JESUS, THE LIVING WORD OF GOD
Almost every statement I have made about the Gospel of John in the introduction to the study guide has been challenged by some New Testament
scholar! I have written from the position held by most evangelical students of
John’s Gospel. As group leader it might be helpful for you to read a conservative introduction to the Gospel. The standard work (both introduction and
commentary) is by Leon Morris (The Gospel According to John, New International Commentaries on the New Testament [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1971]). It is a scholarly study but filled with insight and devotion to
Christ.
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Other good sources are
Bruce Milne, The Message of John, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers
Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1993).
Gary Burge, John, NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Zondervan, 1999).
One profitable way to introduce your group to John’s Gospel is to compare
the four Gospels in regard to their authorship, audience, purpose and message. In that way you can emphasize John’s unique contribution to our understanding of Jesus Christ. Any Bible handbook will give you help in putting
together such a comparison. More information is available on the page for
John: The Way to True Life at the IVP website www.ivpress.com.

Study 1. John 1. Encountering the Word.
Purpose: To introduce John’s message about Jesus and to demonstrate the
impact Jesus had in people’s lives.
General note. The first eighteen verses of John’s Gospel (often called the
prologue) are not as much an introduction to the Gospel as they are a
condensation of John’s whole message. John states the basic truths about
Jesus that he wants to communicate to us and then uses the remainder of
the book to prove what he says in the prologue.
Group discussion. To have a little fun with this question, you might have
each person write their answer on a slip of paper and put it in a hat. Draw
the answers out and see if you can guess whose is whose.
Question 1. By calling Jesus “the Word” John was declaring that Jesus is
the full expression of God to us. Just as we express our thoughts to others
through words, God expressed himself to humanity in Jesus. Jesus came
to show us who God is. A good parallel passage is Hebrews 1:1-2.
Question 2. The assertion in John 1:1 that “the Word was God” is challenged by some modern cults. Jehovah’s Witnesses contend, for example,
that because no definite article appears before the word God in the Greek
text, this phrase should be translated “the Word was a god.” No competent Greek scholar agrees with that translation. The absence of the definite article stresses that Jesus was distinct from the Father but was fully
God just the same. For further details, see Morris, Gospel According to
John, pp. 76-78.
Question 3. John uses a form of the word believe ninety-eight times in his
Gospel. His primary purpose was to bring his readers to actively believe in
Jesus, to place their trust in him and in his promises. John divides all
humanity into two groups—those who believe in Jesus and those who do
not believe, those who have eternal life and those who do not. Faith is not
a static, one-time event for John but a dynamic, growing, active process.
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Question 6. John the Baptist repeatedly declared that he was not the
Christ (the promised Messiah) nor a reincarnated Old Testament
prophet. He was a voice, a witness to the light. John resisted any labels of
greatness for himself. John also made it clear that the Messiah was superior to him in character, in ministry and in authority. When John saw the
Holy Spirit descend on his relative Jesus, John knew that Jesus was the
one he had been waiting for (Jn 1:32-34).
Question 8. These five men eventually became part of Jesus’ permanent
band of disciples. All of them had been influenced by John the Baptist’s
message, so they were looking for the Messiah. Even when they found
him, however, some expressed doubt and skepticism.

Study 2. John 2. Signs of God.
Purpose: To confront us with Jesus’ power over creation and his authority
as God’s anointed Deliver.
Question 2. In Jesus’ day the wedding feast for the family and friends of
the bride and groom lasted between two and seven days. The groom’s
parents were responsible for feeding and caring for all the guests the
entire time. If they ran out of food or wine during the feast, it was considered a serious insult to the guests.
The Gospels never refer to Joseph as alive during Jesus’ adult years.
Probably Joseph died when Jesus was a young adult. As the oldest son,
Jesus had the responsibility of caring for Mary and helping her. It was natural, then, in this time of need for Mary to come to Jesus for assistance.
Question 4. Jesus’ miracle was a suspension and compression of natural
law. Saint Augustine pointed out: “He who made the wine at this wedding does the same thing every year in the vines. As the water which the
servants put into the water pots was turned into wine by the Lord, so that
which the clouds pour down is turned into wine by the same Lord.” It is
also significant that Jesus isn’t content with producing mediocre wine. He
creates wine of superior quality.
This miracle is the first of seven “signs” that John uses to portray Jesus
as God the Son. The others are the healing of the nobleman’s son (Jn
4:46-53); the healing of the lame man (Jn 5:5-16); the provision of food
for five thousand people (Jn 6:1-15); walking on water (Jn 6:16-21); the
healing of the blind man (Jn 9:1-38); and the raising of Lazarus from the
dead (Jn 11:1-44).
Question 6. The scene shifts in these verses from Cana to Jerusalem.
Jesus went to Jerusalem to be with his family and his disciples for the celebration of Passover.
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Passover was a great feast day commemorating Israel’s deliverance from
Egypt. Instead of leading the people into a time of worship and praise to
God, however, the temple leaders used it as an opportunity to make money.
Those selling animals were agents of the high priest, who sold “approved”
sacrificial animals usually at three to five times their market value.
The priestly leaders had also determined that the annual temple tax
could be paid only in Judean coinage. Jews from other parts of the
Roman Empire who came to Jerusalem to worship had to exchange their
foreign coins for Judean coins at a very high profit for the money
exchangers. The entire system was run as a monopoly by Annas, the high
priest. In the popular language of the day, the temple courtyard was
called “the Bazaar of Annas.”
Jesus’ actions in the temple meant lost profits for the priestly leaders.
They now had a reason to hate Jesus. This was the first of two cleansings
that Jesus carried out. This one came early in his ministry; the second
came just a few days before his crucifixion (Mk 11:15-18; Mt 21:12-17).
Question 8. The disciples recognized Jesus’ action as a fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy (v. 17; see Ps 69:9).
Question 10. Jesus knew that the allegiance of the crowd was weak and
subject to change. He refused to get caught in the trap of trying to please
people. His concern was to please his Father.
Study 3. John 3. Starting Over.
Purpose: To grasp the meaning and life-changing significance of new
birth.
Question 2. Birth is just one of many New Testament pictures of what
results when a person believes in Jesus Christ, but it is a powerful tool for
helping people understand the complete transformation Jesus brings.
Question 3. Nicodemus (nick-o-dee-mus) was amazed at Jesus’ insistence on a new birth because he put a great deal of trust in his first birth
as a Jew. The Scriptures, however, revealed that more was needed for salvation than physical birth into the people of Israel. Men and women
needed a new heart—a transformation before God (Jer 31:33; see also
Rom 3:28-29).
As Jesus talked, Nicodemus began to recognize the importance of spiritual birth. His question in verse 4, however, centered on how it could
happen. Jesus responded by showing Nicodemus that the means of this
new birth are not physical but spiritual. In order to receive this new
birth, a person must be born not only of “water” or “flesh”—that is, born
physically—but also of the Spirit. Only the Spirit of God can bring life to
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the human spirit. (The question of what Jesus meant by the phrase “born
of water” has been widely debated by commentators and theologians. I
have interpreted water to be parallel to flesh, which refers to natural
birth.)
Question 4. Jesus calls Nicodemus “Israel’s teacher,” a reference to Nicodemus’s reputation as an authority on the Scriptures. Jesus is amazed that
Nicodemus doesn’t understand the heart of a genuine relationship with
God. Men and women in the Old Testament age were not made right with
God by keeping the regulations of the law. They were made right with
God by grace through faith. They were called to believe in the Lord God.
Obedience to the law was the result of true faith, not the way of salvation.
Question 5. The people of Israel only had to look at the brass serpent in
faith in order to be delivered from death. We have only to look to Jesus in
faith to be delivered from sin’s eternal “bite” of death.
Question 6. Salvation emerges from God’s desire to redeem those he created. God took the initiative in love to provide for us what we could not
provide for ourselves. God came in grace to pay the penalty that his holy
justice demanded.
Question 8. You may want to call on one or two committed Christians in
the group to share their answer to this question rather than to single out
the suspected or known non-Christians. At some point during your
study of John, try to talk privately with those who are unclear about the
gospel or their own commitment to Christ.
Question 11. This is a good place to emphasize the importance of following Christ in obedience (John the Baptist) as the direct result of being
born again (Nicodemus). Both aspects of the Christian walk are discussed in chapter 3: the new birth and a new life under the lordship of
Christ.
Study 4. John 4. Connecting with People.
Purpose: To equip us to minister effectively to people whom God brings
into our lives every day.
Question 1. Jewish hatred of Samaritans had deep historical and religious
roots. Seven hundred and fifty years before Jesus’ day, the Assyrians
invaded the northern section of Israel and deported the people living
there. They left only a few poor Jews in the land. Then the Assyrians
imported other conquered people and settled them in the former Jewish
territory. The pagan, non-Jewish population intermarried with the Jewish
people and produced a mixed racial group called the Samaritans. The
orthodox Jews in southern Palestine looked at the Samaritans as a cor-
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rupt people and took great pains to remain separate from them. It was the
accepted custom that Jews and Samaritans would not drink from the
same vessel.
Question 2. By asking for water, Jesus was deliberately crossing three cultural barriers. The first barrier was sexual: he talked to a woman. Jewish
men were advised never to talk to any women in public. The second barrier was racial: the woman was a Samaritan; Jesus was a Jew. The third
barrier was moral: the woman was living in an immoral relationship with
a man to whom she was not married (v. 18); Jesus was the Son of God.
Jesus was willing to cross those barriers in order to reach a woman who
needed to believe in him.
Question 3. Living water normally referred to running water, such as
would be found in a river or stream. It was greatly preferred over still
water, especially for ritual purification. Jesus drew this image of living
water from the Old Testament (see Jer 2:5, 13; 17:13; Is 55:1).
Question 4. Jesus’ knowledge of the woman’s past is another example of
Jesus’ supernatural insight into certain facts about people. Other examples: Jesus “saw” Nathanael under a fig tree (Jn 1:48); Jesus knew the
identity of his betrayer (Jn 6:70); Jesus knew that his friend Lazarus had
died (Jn 11:14); Jesus predicted Peter’s three denials (Jn 13:38). Jesus
brings up the woman’s past to demonstrate that he was more than just a
Jewish stranger and to make her need of a life transformation more obvious.
Question 5. The proper place to worship was another issue that separated
Jews and Samaritans. Because the Jews in Jerusalem refused to let the
Samaritans worship at the temple in Jerusalem, the Samaritans built their
own temple on Mount Gerizim (“this mountain” in verse 20). The Jews
promptly tore down the rival, apostate temple, but worship on Mount
Gerizim continued. The hatred between Jews and Samaritans would be
resolved only in God’s new society—the church (see Acts 8:14-17).
Question 8. When Jesus told his disciples, “Open your eyes and look at
the fields! They are ripe for harvest” (v. 35), he may have been pointing
to the approaching crowd of Samaritans (vv. 39-40). Farmers may have to
wait for a harvest after planting seed, but in the spiritual realm (at least
on this occasion) no waiting period was required. The harvest is now. In
the same way, Jesus sends us into the world to reap a harvest of those
who will come to believe in him.
Question 9. This man was probably a Gentile officer in the service of
Herod Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee from 4 B.C. to 39 A.D. Rather than
traveling to Capernaum where the sick child was, Jesus heals the boy
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long distance. John seems to select the most difficult of Jesus’ miracles to
highlight in his Gospel.
Study 5. John 5. Deity on Trial.
Purpose: To understand that those who reject Jesus as the Son of God do
so because of their deliberate denial of convincing evidence.
General note. In the first four chapters of John’s Gospel the people
tended to respond to Jesus in belief. Beginning in chapter 5, however, a
significant change takes place in their attitude toward him. Now his miracles no longer produce belief; they generate controversy, particularly
among the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day. Jesus challenged their rigid traditions and their burdensome legalistic rules—and it got him in a lot of
trouble.
Question 2. Some manuscripts of the New Testament include a section
between verses 3 and 5 about the “moving of the waters” in the pool of
Bethesda. (See footnote in the NIV.) It is generally agreed that these verses
were not part of the original text of John’s Gospel, but they do reflect
some of the superstition that surrounded the pool. The people believed
that the water in the pool moved because an angel was stirring it. They
also believed that whoever stepped in the water first after it moved would
be healed. The paralyzed man was bitter because no one would help him
get to the water first. Someone always beat him to it. The reality was that
the water in the pool was moved by the periodic surge from an underground spring (Morris, Gospel According to John, p. 302).
Question 3. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day had made sabbath (seventh day)
observance the greatest of the Ten Commandments. They believed that
they had to build a hedge of protection around the commandment by
enacting dozens of lesser laws designed to define exactly what could and
could not be done on the sabbath. When Jesus commanded the man to
carry the mat he sat on, the only thing the Pharisees saw was Jesus
instructing him to work on the sabbath and to break God’s command.
The Pharisees were one sect within Judaism. They were committed to
absolute obedience to the law of Moses. In their zeal to keep the law, they
went far beyond the intention of the law by adding a great burden of regulations on top of the law. The Pharisees were the chief critics of Jesus’
ministry.
Question 5. Jesus equates his own work with the Father’s work. In effect,
he was claiming to do God’s work. Furthermore, Jesus called God his
own Father. Essentially Jesus was claiming to be of the same nature as
God the Father. Jesus’ opponents understood exactly what Jesus was say-
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ing—he was claiming equality with God.
Question 6. During his life on earth, Jesus lived in dependence on the
Father. Nothing Jesus did came from his own power; he acted in the
Father’s power. The Father repeatedly expressed his love for Jesus and
has entrusted the Son with incredible privileges.
Question 8. Encourage discussion about the validity and weight of the
testimony of each witness. Consider why Jesus singled out these particular witnesses.
Question 9. The Pharisees who challenged Jesus were particularly proud
of their knowledge of the minutest detail of Scripture and their strict
adherence to the law of Moses. Jesus uses the very things they boasted in
to bring condemnation to them. These religious leaders had missed the
whole point of God’s truth!
Question 10. Try to focus the discussion on the personal pursuit of freedom in Christ and a growing relationship with God rather than just
avoiding certain churches or more legalistic traditions.
Study 6. John 6. Jesus, the Bread of Life.
Purpose: To awaken in us a new awareness of Jesus’ ability and willingness to meet our needs.
Question 1. This miracle is commonly referred to as “the feeding of the
five thousand.” John does say in verse 10 that “the men sat down, about
five thousand of them.” Matthew in his account says that the figure did
not include women and children (Mt 14:21). Many scholars estimate the
size of the crowd to have been around fifteen thousand.
Question 2. Mention to the group the way that Jesus used real-life problems to build faith in his disciples. Apply that to the specific life settings
of those in your group. How can we use life’s problems to challenge those
we are seeking to disciple (for example, children or new leaders)?
Question 4. The Lord may put you in a difficult situation to see if you
will trust him or if you will trust your own wisdom and resources. Focus
not so much on the details of the problem but on how God may be at
work in the person.
Question 6. Jesus tries to focus the people on the eternal satisfaction of a
spiritual relationship with God rather than the temporary satisfaction of
a physical meal.
Question 8. Equate the words “he who comes to me” and “he who
believes in me” (v. 35) with the words “eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood” (v. 53).
Some Christians think Jesus’ statement about “eating [his] flesh” and
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“drinking [his] blood” refers to the Communion service, the Lord’s Supper.
On the basis of this passage they believe that eating the bread (Jesus’ body)
and drinking the wine (Jesus’ blood) are essential elements in salvation.
It seems better to understand Jesus’ statement as a figure of speech,
picturing belief in him as the source of spiritual life. Just as we eat bread
and drink water to sustain physical life, so we receive Christ to sustain
spiritual life.
Study 7. John 7:1-52. Confused over Christ.
Purpose: To demonstrate how we can respond in a Christlike manner to
those who attack our faith in Jesus.
Question 1. Jesus’ “brothers” are most likely his half-brothers. Jesus was
born only of Mary; these brothers are later children of Mary and Joseph.
Four brothers of Jesus are mentioned by name in the Gospels—James,
Joseph, Simon and Judas (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3). Jesus also had at least two
half-sisters who are not named (Mt 13:56; Mk 6:3). Some Christians
believe Jesus’ “brothers” were cousins or even Joseph’s children by an earlier marriage. John specifically says that Jesus’ brothers did not believe in
him. Their comments to Jesus were made in sarcastic tones.
Most New Testament scholars believe that at least two brothers ultimately came to faith in Jesus. James became the leader of the Jerusalem
church (Acts 15:6, 13) and was probably the author of the New Testament book of James (Jas 1:1). Judas (not to be confused with Judas Iscariot, Jesus’ betrayer) is usually identified as the author of the New
Testament book of Jude (Jude 1).
Question 2. In some translations verses 6-10 give the impression that
Jesus lied to his brothers. He said in verse 8: “I am not going up to this
Feast” and then, in verse 10, he goes up in secret. Jesus, however, was not
deceiving his brothers. The NIV gives the correct interpretation of Jesus’
statement by inserting the word yet in verse 8: “I am not yet going up to
the Feast.”
Question 4. The Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths) was one of the great
religious celebrations in Israel. It took place in the fall of the year. For the
eight days of the feast, the Jews lived in homemade shelters. They erected
the booths on the roofs of their houses or on the slopes of the Mount of
Olives. This national camp-out was a reminder of God’s provision for
Israel during their forty years of wandering in the wilderness under
Moses. They had no permanent homes then—just tents. They trusted the
Lord for water and food. The feast became a perpetual memorial to God’s
grace. It was a joyous feast centered on a lot of singing, dancing and
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rejoicing. There was also a tradition that the Messiah would come during
the Feast of Tabernacles. In the middle of the feast (the fourth day) Jesus
began to teach in the temple.
Question 6. The phrase “the Spirit had not been given” (v. 39) does not
mean that the Spirit was absent. Jesus is referring to the time when the
Holy Spirit would be given to his followers in power (see Acts 2). After
that momentous day of Pentecost, believers would be aware of the Spirit’s
presence and ministry in their lives.
Question 9. Jesus responded to each challenge with courage, with a declaration of truth and with a gracious offer to believe in him.
Study 8. John 7:53—8:11. Caught in Adultery.
Purpose: To show Jesus’ compassion toward all of us who are guilty of sin.
Background note. In the NIV this section of John’s Gospel is separated
from the verses preceding and following by solid lines. The verses are
missing from most of the earliest Greek manuscripts of the Gospel of
John. Most later manuscripts include the verses at this point in the text
(although a few insert them at other places in John and a few make them
part of Luke’s Gospel). While it raises some textual problems, most evangelical scholars agree with Dr. F. F. Bruce, who calls it “a fragment of
authentic gospel material not originally included in any of the four Gospels” (Bruce, The Gospel of John [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1983],
p. 413). For a full discussion of the textual problems, see Morris, Gospel
According to John, pp. 882-84.
Question 4. Several elements of injustice are embedded in this situation.
If the woman was caught in the act of adultery, a man had to be present—
but no man was brought and accused before Jesus. If these men wanted
“justice” carried out, they could have brought the woman to the Jewish
council just a short distance away in the temple. The men there would
have been happy to condemn her. Adultery is usually a private sin. How
did these men “catch” her at just the right time to confront Jesus?
It is obvious that these men were using this woman to trap Jesus. If
Jesus had agreed that she should be stoned, he would have immediately
lost his reputation with the people as a man of grace. But if Jesus had set
her free, he would have set himself in opposition to the law of God.
Question 5. “There is no hint of why or what [Jesus] wrote. . . . A not
unlikely suggestion is that He wrote the word He later spoke. In other
words His sentence was written as well as pronounced. . . . T. W. Manson
is of this opinion. He says, ‘The action of Jesus might be explained from
the well-known practice in Roman criminal law, whereby the presiding
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judge first wrote down the sentence and then read it aloud from the written record. . . . Jesus defeats the plotters by going through the form of
pronouncing sentence in the best Roman style, but wording it so that it
cannot be executed.’ An ancient opinion is that Jesus wrote the sins of the
woman’s accusers (cf. Job 13:26)” (Morris, Gospel According to John, p.
888 and note).
Question 7. Jesus consistently demonstrated a remarkable compassion
and concern for women. In a culture that viewed women as little more
than the husband’s servant, Jesus empowered women to be courageous
believers.
Question 8. Forgiveness does not grant the person permission to return
to or to continue in sinful behavior. Forgiveness gives the person freedom to change without the threat of punishment hanging over him or
her. Jesus was not condoning the woman’s sin; he was empowering her to
change.
Study 9. John 8:12-59. Shine, Jesus, Shine.
Purpose: To demonstrate how the claims of Jesus divide people according
to the response of their hearts.
Question 1. The events of this chapter took place in the treasury area of
the temple in Jerusalem (v. 20). Jesus spoke at the end of Israel’s Feast of
Tabernacles (7:14). During that feast, large menorahs (lamp stands) were
set up in the treasury area and were lit at night. It was against the backdrop of those menorahs that Jesus made his claim to be “the light of the
world.” The visual imagery was striking.
Question 4. Contemporary culture takes a very broad view of spirituality
and personal freedom. To tell a person that he or she is wrong in what
they believe is the height of social incorrectness. Jesus, however, made
the choices very clear. Those who believe in him have life; those who do
not believe do not have the life or light of God.
Question 5. It is not completely clear who speaks to Jesus in verse 33.
Perhaps those who professed belief in Jesus suddenly find themselves
challenging Jesus because their faith is shallow and untested. Their prior
claims of belief in Jesus are not supported by what they say now. Their
statement that they as Jews “had never been slaves of anyone” was a
major-league lie.
Question 6. Jesus charges that, contrary to their claim to have Abraham
as their father, by their sinful actions these people demonstrate that Satan
is their spiritual father.
Question 8. By their reaction it is clear that the Jews understood the
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phrase “I am” (v. 58) to be a claim to deity. The Lord had spoken this
name to Moses from the burning bush (Ex 3:13-15). The law’s punishment for blasphemy was stoning.
Question 9. The passage shows that a person’s opposition to the gospel
message is not usually based on rational objections or on intellectual
arguments. At the root of a person’s rejection of Christ is moral rebellion,
a willful assertion of human autonomy that prefers life without God to
life under God’s authority.
Study 10. John 9. A Blind Man Sees the Light.
Purpose: To encourage us to do the will of God, even when we risk opposition and misunderstanding.
Question 1. Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ question reveals that God takes
full responsibility for the way he has made us. There are no mistakes in
God’s sovereign plan (see Ex 4:11; Eph 1:11).
Jesus’ remark that “neither this man nor his parents sinned” does not
mean, of course, that they were sinless. He meant that the man’s blindness was not the direct result of anyone’s specific sin. The disciples had
been taught that tragedy at birth was the direct result of the child’s sin
before birth. The evidence of the child’s sin was the fact that the child
kicked in the mother’s womb!
Question 4. There is no final answer to this question. Perhaps Jesus was
using it as the means of awakening faith in the blind man’s heart.
Question 6. The Pharisees had already decided that Jesus could not be
the Messiah. They denied that possibility on the basis of Jesus’ questionable origin and the fact that Jesus was obviously a law-breaker. When the
Pharisees can no longer deny the reality of the miracle, they resort to
character attacks and threats.
Question 9. The blind man makes remarkable progress in his understanding of who Jesus is. First he calls Jesus a prophet (v. 17); then he
debates the Pharisees’ claim that Jesus is a sinner (v. 25); then he asks
whether the Pharisees also want to become disciples of Jesus (implying
that he had become one himself; v. 27). Finally, when Jesus asks him if he
believes in him, the once-blind man answers “Lord, I believe” and worships Jesus (v. 38).
Study 11. John 10. Listening for the Shepherd’s Voice.
Purpose: To provide us with strong assurance of Christ’s love for us.
Background note. John 10:1-18 is a continuation of Jesus’ answer to the
Pharisees who challenged him in chapter 9. Jesus explains the character
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of the relationship between himself and those who genuinely believe in
him.
The cultural background of this chapter is extremely significant for a
proper understanding of its teaching. A first-century Palestinian shepherd raised sheep primarily for their wool. A shepherd lived with his
sheep. He knew his sheep; he named his sheep. Every village had a communal sheepfold with only one door for the protection of the sheep at
night. The shepherds took turns guarding the door. In the morning each
shepherd would come to the sheepfold and “call” his sheep. He made his
own unique sound, a clucking noise or a whistle. Only the shepherd’s
own sheep would recognize that sound and follow him.
Question 1. Jesus used the familiar picture of the shepherd and his sheep
to convey a greater truth. John does not record any of Jesus’ parables,
which were so characteristic of Jesus’ teaching ministry, but John does
record some of the allegories that Jesus used. Another example is the allegory of the vine and the branches in chapter 15. In an allegory a common
experience or object is used to convey spiritual truth. Jesus used the allegory of the sheepfold to picture our salvation and the intimacy of our
relationship to the Savior.
Question 3. The “flock” under Jesus’ care would eventually reach beyond
the Jewish people to include the whole world. Every Christian is part of
Christ’s flock (or Christ’ body, to use a different New Testament metaphor). Ask the group to focus on the common bonds that link them with
other Christians, not doctrinal or denominational divisions.
Question 4. Jesus repeatedly assures us in John’s Gospel that his sacrifice
is voluntary and not coerced. Jesus joyfully, willingly does what pleases
the Father.
Question 5. Between verses 21 and 22 of John 10, there is a time change.
The events recorded in John 7:1—10:21 all occur within a few days during and after the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles. That feast was held in late
September or October. In verse 22 of John 10 the scene shifts to the Feast
of Dedication (Hanukkah). That feast was observed in December. So
between verse 21 and verse 22 about ten weeks have passed in silence as
far as John’s record is concerned, but Jesus’ message is on the same
theme. He continues to talk about his sheep and about who he is in relation to the sheep.
Question 6. The mark of a true sheep is that he or she responds to Jesus’
voice in faith and then follows him.
Question 8. Jesus’ argument can be explained like this: In the Scriptures
God says to some human beings, “You are gods.” The reference is to
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Psalm 82:6, where God refers to his representatives in Israel. No one
could dispute the fact that God did say that, because the Scriptures cannot be broken. They are the final authority.
If the Scriptures used the word gods to refer to persons who simply
represented God, how much more appropriate was it for Jesus to call
himself the Son of God, especially since he had given them abundant
proof of his deity? But they refused to believe.
Question 10. Jesus’ assurance of salvation in this passage cannot be disconnected from our responsibility to believe and follow Christ. Assurance comes from the promises of Scripture, from the inner witness of the
Spirit and from the witness of a changed life.
Study 12. John 11. Back from the Dead!
Purpose: To be encouraged by Jesus’ ultimate victory over death and his
power to bring glory out of apparent tragedy.
Question 1. Mary, Martha and Lazarus were siblings who lived together
in the village of Bethany. Jesus often stayed as a guest at their home (see
Lk 10:38-42). Later Mary would anoint Jesus as an act of devotion (Jn
12:1-11).
Question 2. The common belief in Jesus’ day was that the spirit left the
body three days after death. Jesus waited until the fourth day so this miracle would seem even “harder.” Jesus knew that Lazarus’s sickness would
not end finally in death, but he delayed in order to display God’s power
and glory.
Lazarus was revived back to life but ultimately died again. His reviving
was different from Jesus’ resurrection (and our future resurrection). In
the resurrection our bodies will be glorified and we will never die.
Question 3. Martha believes that Jesus could have kept her brother from
dying. She also believes in the future resurrection of the body. What Martha does not grasp is Jesus’ power and willingness to restore her brother
to life now.
Question 4. Jesus’ statement could be paraphrased “He who believes in
me will have a new kind of life, eternal life, even though he dies physically; and whoever has eternal life and believes in me will never die the
ultimate death, eternal death.”
Question 5. Real death, according to Jesus, is not what we see at the end
of our life on earth. Physical death is simply the transition from earthly
life to future life. Real death is separation from God forever.
Question 6. Jesus was moved to tears by the pain and separation that
death brings. Death came into the human race as one of the conse-
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quences of sin. Jesus came to defeat that enemy, but he is brokenhearted
over the pain death brings to a world he loves.
Question 7. Some Christians think that if we grieve over the death of
another Christian, we demonstrate a lack of faith in the reality and joy of
heaven. But Jesus expressed sorrow because of death. Paul says that we
are not to grieve as if we have no hope beyond the grave, but we do
grieve (1 Thess 4:13).
Question 9. Miracles alone will not bring people to faith. The authenticity of Jesus’ miracles was rarely questioned. Instead his enemies questioned the source of Jesus’ power. Jesus said that at the future judgment
some people will claim to have performed miracles in Jesus’ name but he
will disown them (Mt 7:22-23).
Question 10. God’s delays in our lives are not final. He will intervene in
his own way and in his own time. From our perspective God usually
comes to us later than we think he should; from his perspective he comes
right on time.
Study 13. John 12. The King’s Last Acts.
Purpose: To show us the value of seeking God’s will and God’s glory even
if it means dying to our own desires and goals.
Question 2. The three Gospel writers who record Mary’s anointing of
Jesus (Matthew, Mark and John) tell us that the perfume was very costly.
Ointments and perfumes like nard were imported from India and Arabia
and were often purchased as investments. Judas accurately calculated the
value of Mary’s gift as equal to one year’s wages. This pound of nard (or
spike nard) may have been Mary’s inheritance from her parents. But in
comparison to her gratitude for raising Lazarus and her love for Jesus,
her gift represented a very small sacrifice. Anointing was an act of worship and an expression of complete devotion.
Question 3. If we are honest, some of us would have been just as shocked
as Judas was. Extravagant demonstrations of devotion to Christ will not
usually be greeted with applause. More often they will be questioned and
rebuked.
Question 4. The popular expectation among the Jewish people was that
the Messiah would bring political deliverance to Israel and overthrow the
oppressive Roman rulers. Jesus came to Israel with spiritual demands and
a kingdom of justice and peace.
Question 7. Jesus saw his death as the means by which his glory would
be publicly displayed. He would die, but from his death something wonderfully new would emerge. Furthermore, Jesus would begin to draw all
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kinds of people into his kingdom. When Jesus says that he “will draw all
men” to himself (v. 32), he does not mean that all people will be saved.
He means that all kinds of people will come to faith in him—not just
Jews but Gentiles too. This would have been particularly meaningful to
these Greeks who had come to speak to Jesus.
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