Decision 2020 — The Stakes Could Not Be Higher  Luke 13:22-30

I’m sure you have heard it said that this presidential election is the most
important election in the history of our country! Agree or disagree

The decision made on November 3, 2020 will decide who our next president
will be, and likely the course of our country for at least the next 4 to 8 years!

The importance of this decision has brought out record numbers of voters.
A projected 159.8 million Americans voted in this presidential election!

The money spent on this election was $14 billion dollars! Joe Biden’s
campaign alone raised $1 billion dollars. These numbers are staggering.

It was said that 1,168,633.49 volunteers were needed to work the polls!
Ohio had a goal of 55,588 poll workers to make sure every person who
wanted to vote could do so. And all this was in the midst of a pandemic!

News networks have been broadcasting around the clock since Tuesday
making sure we know every detail of this election, the progress & impact!

The stakes are incredibly high, that is why these statistics are what they are.
- Record numbers of voters, spending, volunteers, media coverage, etc.

But hear me say this, “This is not the biggest decision of 2020!” What we do
with Jesus is the biggest decision, not only for 2020, but for all of eternity!

I am not making light of this presidential election; I’'m simply making the
gospel decision far more important to the direction of our lives & our future

The person we decide to put in the oval office has some global implications,
& that decision does significantly affect the 330 million people who live in
this country, but that decision pales in comparison to the effect that Jesus
as Lord & Savior can have on this world, and for every person’s eternity!

- Where are the lines of people waiting to cast their vote for Jesus as Lord?

- Where is the media coverage tracking the number of every new convert?

- Where are the massive numbers of volunteers signing up to help get the
word out about Jesus & help people make decisions of faith?

- Where is the passion & drive to see Jesus fill the office of Lord & Savior in
our nation & world, like we see for these 2 candidates to become president?

Our passage this morning in Luke 13:22-30, starts with a question - “Lord,
will those who are saved be few?” Today’s paraphrase — “Lord, how many
people are going to vote for you to make You the Lord & Savior of their life?”

Ultimately the specific number doesn’t matter, because Jesus is not running
in an election race where votes are counted! He is Lord & Savior regardless!

What matters is, have YOU made Jesus Lord & Savior of your life? God is
keeping track, not for an election purpose, but for the purpose of heaven!

Vs. 24 - “Strive to enter through the narrow door.” The door is narrow, the
path is not highly traveled, Jesus may not win 270 electoral votes or the
popular vote, but every decision matters, & it matters for all of eternity!

Decision 2020 — the decision where the stakes truly could not be any higher!

e Have you made the decision to enter through the narrow door? And if
so, how are you helping others see the significance of such a decision?

Jesus is the narrow door! There is no other way into God’s Kingdom!

e If you haven’t entered through the narrow door, what is holding you
back? The door is wide open, but it will not stay open forever!

Knowing about the door, & hanging out around the door, doesn’t get
you through it! Only repentance & faith in Jesus gets you through it!

“We ate & drank in your presence, & you taught in our streets.” But
Jesus will respond with “I don’t know you or where you come from!”

Being at church, doing religious things, doesn’t make Jesus your Lord &
Savior any more than following the presidential election and not voting!

e If our duty as Americans is to vote, then our duty as fallen human beings

created in the image of God is to make Jesus Christ our Lord & Savior!
“Strive to enter through the narrow door.” Donald Grey Barnhouse

Vs. 29 — If we enter thru this Door, we will see people in heaven from all walks
of life. We may even see Democrats & Republicans dining at the same table!

Jesus said, “the last will be first!” He is not referring to a presidential
election, but to a decision made by sinners to trust Christ for their salvation!
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