
S.H.A.P.E.   H – Heart/Passion for God & Ministry 

It was 1998 and I was a senior in high school… Playing sports, visiting 
colleges & pursuing architecture as my preferred career path for my future! 

The church I was attending at the time was a hymns only, choir singing, 
church...  And I had just gotten my first electric guitar…  I loved music, and I 
wanted an opportunity to play it, but I didn’t have an outlet… 

It was wintertime & I was between sports seasons so I had a bit more free 
time.  So, I decided to see if we could get a youth worship band together… 

I would be lying if I said that this desire was motivated only by a heart for 
God & a desire to worship him… but still a door opened, an opportunity arose. 

We started playing a song or two at youth group!  And I was getting exposed 
to a whole new realm of worship music and expression.  And as a result, I 
started looking at, & participating in, worship in a whole new way!  

And then it happened… My pastor did the same thing I know some of you 
are thinking that I’m trying to do with sermon series, & you would be right.  
He said, “Dan I have an opportunity for you!”  

“An opportunity for you to use your gifts, your love for music, & your heart 
for God… We are doing a winter retreat at a camp, and we need someone to 
help lead the music for our worship segments.  Will you come?” 

I tried to use every excuse I could come up with, but they all fell flat…  
Eventually I agreed and I went on the retreat.  And it was at that weekend 
retreat that I got exposed to my first acronym… S.H.I.N.E. 

We had just turned the calendar over to 1999, and the speaker challenged 
us to “SHINE in ’99”… and it was then that God got ahold of my heart, gave 
me a new passion & began the process of showing me His will for my life! 

I came back from that weekend excited, not about all the things I wanted for 
my life, but excited about how God could use me to be about all the things 
He wanted for my life!    I went & met with my Youth Pastor & he said… 

I chose Malone College to pursue youth ministry… The dean of the college 
knocked on my door and asked if he could disciple me & a few other 
freshmen… I got invited to play guitar at chapel services, & then got invited 
to play bass at a large student led worship service on Thursday nights… 

God had changed the trajectory of my heart & gave me a passion for Him, & 
the plans He had for my life, rather than my own… & guess what?  It’s amazing! 

I didn’t want to design and build houses anymore; I wanted to help build the 
spiritual lives of young people by helping them discover the design God has 
for their lives… & the plans that He will reveal to them about their future too!   

And I didn’t care about playing sports & making a name for myself anymore, 
I wanted to play my instruments/music and declare the name of the One 
who saved me, and who gave me a greater purpose for my life! 

God kept opening up doors and I kept walking through them, and it led me 

here to BRC… And now it’s 23 yrs later & guess what am I doing?  I’m still 

living out that passion for God & that heart for young people & for worship! 

What about you?  Do you know your HEART? Not your fallen heart that is only 

focused on self & sin, but your new heart in Christ?  Do you know your God-

given passion?  If God is present in your heart, then a passion exists there too!  

Let me share another story of a HEART that was moved to action by a 

passion that God instilled in one of His people… Nehemiah 1:1-11 

Like the song we sang, “Break my heart for what breaks Yours!  Everything I am 

for Your Kingdom’s cause…”  Nehemiah’s heart broke when he heard that God’s 

people in Jerusalem were in great distress.  He wept, mourned, fasted & prayed! 

He was also moved to action… He called out expectantly to God… He confessed 

his sin & that of God’s people… He reminded God of His promises… He took 

notice of his current situation believing that God would make a way for him 

to play a part of restoring Jerusalem & God’s people who dwell there!   

Nehemiah had a holy passion… a heart moved by what moves the heart of God, 

& he took the opportunities presented to him trusting God’s hand at work!  

You’ve heard Nehemiah’s story… And you’ve heard mine… What about you? 

Take out the bulletin insert or scan the QR code on the screen!  
• Does your heart have a passion for a specific role?  What do you love to do? 

 

• Does your heart have a passion for specific people?  Whom do you like to help? 
 

• Does your heart have a passion for a specific cause?  What ministry excites you?  

Get to know His heart, & He will unleash a passion in you for Him & His causes!    



 S.H.A.P.E.   H – Heart/Passion for God & Ministry 

It was 1998 and I was a senior in high school… Playing sports, visiting 
colleges & pursuing architecture as my preferred career path for my future! 

The church I was attending at the time was a _____________, choir singing, 
church...  And I had just gotten my first __________________  I loved music, 
and I wanted an opportunity to play it, but I didn’t have an outlet… 

It was wintertime & I was between sports seasons so I had a bit more free 
time.  So, I decided to see if we could get a youth worship band together… 

I would be lying if I said that this desire was motivated only by a heart for 
God & a desire to worship him… but still _____________ an opportunity arose. 

We started playing a song or two at youth group!  And I was getting exposed 
to a whole new realm of worship music and expression.  And as a result, I 
started looking at, & participating in, worship in a whole new way!  

And then it happened… My pastor did the same thing I know some of you 
are thinking that I’m trying to do with sermon series, & you would be right.  
He said, “Dan I have ___________________ for you!”  

“An opportunity for you to use your gifts, your love for music, & your heart 
for God… We are doing a winter retreat at a camp, and we need someone to 
help lead the music for our worship segments.  Will you come?” 

I tried to use every ___________ I could come up with, but they all fell flat…  
Eventually I agreed and I went on the retreat.  And it was at that weekend 
retreat that I got exposed to my first acronym… ______________ 

We had just turned the calendar over to 1999, and the speaker challenged 
us to “SHINE in ’99”… and it was then that God got ahold of my heart, gave 
me a new passion & began the process of showing me His will for my life! 

I came back from that weekend excited, not about all the things I wanted for 
my life, but excited about how God could use me to be about all the things 
_____________ for my life!    I went & met with my Youth Pastor & he said… 

I chose Malone College to pursue youth ministry… The dean of the college 
knocked on my door and asked if he could disciple me & a few other 
freshmen… I got invited to play guitar at chapel services, & then got invited 
to play bass at a large student led worship service on Thursday nights… 

God had changed the trajectory of my heart & gave me a passion for Him, & 
the plans He had for my life, rather than my own… & guess what?  ___________ 

I didn’t want to design and build houses anymore; I wanted to help build the 
spiritual lives of young people by helping them discover the design God has 
for their lives… & the plans that He will reveal to them about their future too!   

And I didn’t care about playing sports & making a name for myself anymore, 
I wanted to play my instruments/music and declare the name of the One 
who saved me, and who gave me a ____________________ for my life! 

God kept opening up doors and I kept walking through them, and it led me 

here to BRC… And now it’s 23 yrs later & guess what am I doing?  I’m still 

living out that passion for God & that heart for young people & for worship! 

What about you?  Do you know your ________ Not your fallen heart that is only 

focused on self & sin, but your new heart in Christ?  Do you know your God-

given passion?  If God is present in your heart, then a passion exists there too!  

Let me share another story of a HEART that was moved to action by a 

passion that God instilled in one of His people… Nehemiah 1:1-11 

Like the song we sang, ______ my heart for what breaks Yours!  Everything I am 

for Your Kingdom’s cause…”  Nehemiah’s heart broke when he heard that God’s 

people in Jerusalem were in great distress.  He wept, mourned, fasted & prayed! 

He was also moved to action… He called out expectantly to God… He confessed 

his sin & that of God’s people… He reminded God of His promises… He took 

notice of his current situation ____________ that God would make a way for 

him to play a part of restoring Jerusalem & God’s people who dwell there!   

Nehemiah had a ______________… a heart moved by what moves the heart of 

God, & he took the opportunities presented to him trusting God’s hand at work!  

You’ve heard Nehemiah’s story… And you’ve heard mine… What about you? 

Take out the bulletin insert or scan the QR code on the screen!  
• Does your heart have a passion for a specific ________  What do you love to do? 

 

• Does your heart have a passion for specific ________  Whom do you like to help? 
 

• Does your heart have a passion for a specific _______  What ministry excites you?  

Get to know His heart, & He will unleash a passion in you for Him & His causes!       


