ALKI UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

September 13, 2020
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

FALL KICKOFF AND CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

THE BOOK OF

EXODUS

We are a church where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the revolutionary,
and where together, we grow a just and peaceful world.

Gathering Music Betsy Stelzer, Accompanist

Welcome Rev. Kelly Wadsworth
Christ is Risen.
Christ is Risen, indeed.
Peace be with you.
And also with you.

Call to Worship Charlie Hinckley, liturgist

Let us begin where this second book in the Old Testament begins.
A new king came to power in Egypt who didn’t know Joseph. He spoke to his people in alarm,
“There are way too many of these Israelites for us to handle. We’ve got to do something: Let’s
devise a plan to contain them, lest if there’s a war they should join our enemies, or just walk off
and leave us.”
So they organized them into work-gangs and put them to hard labor under gang-foremen. They
built the storage cities Pithom and Rameses for Pharaoh. But the harder the Egyptians worked
them the more children the Israelites had—children everywhere! The Egyptians got so they
couldn’t stand the Israelites and treated them worse than ever, crushing them with slave labor.
They made them miserable with hard labor—making bricks and mortar and back-breaking work in

the fields. They piled on the work, crushing them under the cruel workload.

Opening Song Turn, Turn, Turn Pete Seeger

Introduced by Sue Backs
Led by Betsy Stelzer



Scripture Reading Exodus chapter 1, continued

So the king of Egypt had a talk with the two Hebrew midwives; one was named Shiphrah and
the other Puah. He said, “When you deliver the Hebrew women, look at the sex of the baby. If
it’s a boy, kill him; if it’s a girl, let her live.”

But the midwives had far too much respect for God and didn’t do what the king of Egypt
ordered; they let the boy babies live. The king of Egypt called in the midwives. “Why didn’t you
obey my orders? You’ve let those babies live!”

The midwives answered Pharaoh, “The Hebrew women aren’t like the Egyptian women;
they’re vigorous. Before the midwife can get there, they’ve already had the baby.”

God was pleased with the midwives. The people continued to increase in number—a very
strong people. And because the midwives honored God, God gave them families of their own.
So Pharaoh issued a general order to all his people: “Every boy that is born, drown him in the
Nile. But let the girls live.”

Moses

A man from the family of Levi married a Levite woman. The woman became pregnant and had
a son. She saw there was something special about him and hid him. She hid him for three
months. When she couldn’t hide him any longer she got a little basket-boat made of papyrus,
waterproofed it with tar and pitch, and placed the child in it. Then she set it afloat in the reeds
at the edge of the Nile.

The baby’s older sister found herself a vantage point a little way off and watched to see what
would happen to him. Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the Nile to bathe; her maidens
strolled on the bank. She saw the basket-boat floating in the reeds and sent her maid to get it.
She opened it and saw the child—a baby crying! Her heart went out to him. She said, “This
must be one of the Hebrew babies.”

Then his sister was before her: “Do you want me to go and get a nursing mother from the
Hebrews so she can nurse the baby for you?”

Pharaoh’s daughter said, “Yes. Go.” The girl went and called the child’s mother.

Pharaoh’s daughter told her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me. I'll pay you.” The woman
took the child and nursed him.

After the child was weaned, she presented him to Pharaoh’s daughter who adopted him as her

son. She named him Moses (Pulled-Out), saying, “I pulled him out of the water.”

Sermon Pastor Kelly



Sung Response

Cantor: In the midst of new dimensions,
In the face of changing ways
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples
wandering in their separate ways?

Congregation: God of rainbow, fiery pillar,
leading where the eagles soar
We your people,
ours the journey now and ever,
now and ever, now and ever more!

Offering Prayer
Please donate generously through alkiucc.org, through a mailed donation to the church office or
through text-to-give by texting the word “AlkiUCC” to 44321 and a donation link will come back to
you. Your support for Alki is more important now than ever as the church seeks to be a prophetic
voice for all people in the year ahead.

Musical Offering Joseph's Coat Tim Rice
From “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”
Sung by Betsy Stelzer

Closing Prayer

Announcements, Staff Appreciation, Benediction

Postlude

#H##

Congregational Meeting

Welcome Pastor Kelly

Introduction to Church Discernment Emily Hitchens, Council Moderator
Mission & Radical Redevelopment Kim Becklund, Joe Mitter, Cinda Stenger
Q&A

Closing Prayer Pastor Kelly



