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The Second Sunday after Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are a church where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the revolutionary, 

and where together, we grow a just and peaceful world. 

Gathering Music     Betsy Stelzer, Accompanist 

Welcome      Rev. Louis Mitchell 

Call to Worship     Kim B Liturgist 

Opening Song  Lead Us From Death To Life   Satish Kumar and Marty Haugen 
    (World Peace Prayer) 

Contemporary Voice  “God’s love supersedes all religions and it is the core of all religions.”  
    ― Riaz Ahmed Gohar Shahi, The Religion of God 

Scripture Readings Psalms 89:1‐2      (adapted from The Message) 
 Your love, God, is my song, and I’ll sing it! I’m forever telling everyone how faithful you are. 

I’ll never quit telling the story of your love —  
how you built the cosmos and guaranteed everything in it. 
Your love has always been our lives’ foundation, your fidelity has been the roof over our world. 

    Hebrews 11:1‐3   (adapted from The Message) 
The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation 
under everything that makes life worth living. It’s our handle on what we can’t see. The act 
of faith is what distinguished our ancestors, set them above the crowd. 

By faith, we see the world called into existence by God’s word, what we see created by 
what we don’t see. 
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Introduction of our Speaker and Prayer     Rev. Louis Mitchell 

Sermonic Offering        J Mase III 

Prayers of the People 
(We invite you to stay muted or unmute as you desire. Please be respectful of the privacy  

of those names you lift in prayer — this is the internet and by its nature not completely private.) 

Loving God, we lift our voices in prayer. We come to share our gratitude, our fears, our deepest 
hopes, and our unanswerable questions. We open our hearts to let you in to our most tender 
places and to share all that we hold most dear. We trust that we will be held, that we will be 
loved.  In times of trial, help us hold on to that trust. 

God, hear our prayers! 

God of abundant grace, you have blessed us with unconditional love.  We offer ourselves in all of 
our brokenness, knowing that in you, all things are whole. When we stray from your ways of 
justice and compassion, call us back. Have mercy on us, and help us to begin again in love. 

We are imperfect, and yet, we are beloved. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

Holy One, there are many among us who suffer today, whether in mind, body or spirit. We lift up 
the names of our loved ones, and we pray for the healing of all who suffer. 

 (Please say the names, aloud or in your heart, of anyone who is in need of healing.) 

We pray, too, for those who have financial needs, who are in need of employment, and who are in 
need of economic justice. We lift up the names of our loved ones, and we pray for a world in 
which no one’s needs will go unmet. 

 (Please say the names, aloud or in your heart, of anyone who is experiencing such need.) 

Gathered together in love, we gather also in remembrance. We remember those who have come 
before us, whose love and whose sacrifices have touched our lives, making it possible for us to be 
as we are.  As we speak the names or our departed loved ones, we offer a prayer of thanks for 
these precious memories and we pray that you will comfort all who mourn. 

 (Please speak the names of anyone you wish to remember today.) 

As our world is filled with suffering, need and grief, it is also filled with blessing and abundance.  
Mindful of the abundance in our own lives, we offer thanks! 

 (Please name aloud those blessings for which you are thankful.) 

In our hearts, we carry many individual prayers. Knowing that we are all connected, one in the 
body of Christ, we lift up these prayers together. The prayer of one among us is the prayer of all. 

 (Please take a moment to offer your prayer silently) 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers! 

 



 

Creator God, you have called us into being and given us purposes to fulfill.  Each of us has unique 
gifts, and all our gifts are needed in your world. 

Help us to hear and to heed our callings. 

This church, too, has a calling.  We come together to discern our purpose and to live into it 
together.  Fill our hearts with love for you and your world.  Strengthen us for the service ahead.  
Give us the courage to let go of all that holds us back from fulfilling your desires.  Give us the 
wisdom and the creativity to discover new ways of being.  God, you have called us here. 

What are you calling us to do?  Speak, for your servants are listening  

 (Let us remain in silent prayer as we listen for God.) 

Amen.             Adapted from a prayer by the Rev. Jamez Terry 

Call to Offering/Offering Prayer 
Please donate generously through alkiucc.org, through a mailed donation to the church office or 
through text‐to‐give by texting the word “AlkiUCC” to 44321 and a donation link will come back to 
you. Your support for Alki is more important now than ever as the church seeks to be a prophetic 
voice for all people in the year ahead.  

Musical Offering  Love Song     Jars of Clay 

Announcements 

Moment of Ministry  Communications 

Closing Song  Let There Be Peace On Earth   Jill Jackson and Sy Miller 

Benediction    Rev. Louis Mitchell 

Postlude   

Hospitality Hour   

Alki UCC Sunday worship is recorded for posting on YouTube. 

# # # # 

J Mase III (jmaseiii.com) is a Seattle‐based Black/trans/queer poet and educator. He is the author of “If I 
Should Die Under the Knife, Tell my Kidney I was the Fiercest Poet Around,” and “And Then I Got Fired: 
One Transqueer’s Reflections on Grief, Unemployment, and Inappropriate Jokes about Death.”  

As an educator, J Mase has worked with thousands of community members in the US, the UK, and 
Canada on the needs of LGBTQIA youth and adults in K‐12 schools, universities, faith communities, and 
restricted care facilities among others.  

He is the founder of awQward, the first ever trans and queer people of color specific talent agency. As 
a performer, he has shared stages with world renowned artists like Chuck D and the Indigo Girls. His 
work and musings have been featured on MSNBC, NBC OUT, Essence Live, Atlanta Black Star, GO 
Magazine, the New York Times, Buzzfeed, the Root, the Huffington Post and more.   


