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We are a church where Jesus the healer meets Jesus the revolutionary, 

and where together, we grow a just and peaceful world. 

Gathering Music     Betsy Stelzer, Accompanist 

Welcome      Rev. Louis Mitchell 

Call to Worship     Emily H, Liturgist 

Opening Song  Now Thank We All Our God   Martin Rinkart 

Contemporary Voice  The Lord is my pace setter, I shall not rush. 
He makes me stop and rest for quiet intervals. 
He provides me with images of stillness which restore my serenity. 
He leads me in ways of efficiency through calmness of mind,  
and his guidance is peace. 
Even though I have a great many things to accomplish each day,  
I will not fret, for his presence is here. 
His timelessness, His all‐importance will keep me in balance. 
He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my activity,  
by anointing my mind with his oils of tranquility. 
My cup of joyous energy overflows; surely harmony and effectiveness  
shall be the fruits of my hours. 
For I shall walk in the pace of my Lord, and dwell in His house forever. 

     ― Psalm 23, Japanese version (author unknown) 

 

J 
M

as
e 

III
 



 
Scripture Readings John 10:14‐17 (adapted from the Message) 

“I am the Good Shepherd. I know my own sheep and my own sheep know me. In the same way, 
the Father knows me and I know the Father. I put the sheep before myself, sacrificing myself if 
necessary. You need to know that I have other sheep in addition to those in this pen. I need to 
gather and bring them, too. They’ll also recognize my voice. Then it will be one flock, one 
Shepherd. 

    1st John 3:16‐17 (adapted from the Message) 

This is how we’ve come to understand and experience love: Christ sacrificed his life for us. This is 
why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for ourselves. If you 
see some brother or sister in need and have the means to do something about it but turn a cold 
shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God’s love? It disappears. And you made it disappear. 

Sermon   “Dream Big(ger), part 2”   Rev. Louis Mitchell 

Prayers of the People 
(We invite you to stay muted or unmute as you desire. Please be respectful of the privacy  

of those names you lift in prayer — this is the internet and by its nature not completely private.) 

Loving God, we lift our voices in prayer. We come to share our gratitude, our fears, our deepest 
hopes, and our unanswerable questions. We open our hearts to let you in to our most tender 
places and to share all that we hold most dear. We trust that we will be held, that we will be 
loved.  In times of trial, help us hold on to that trust. 

God, hear our prayers! 

God of abundant grace, you have blessed us with unconditional love.  We offer ourselves in all of 
our brokenness, knowing that in you, all things are whole. When we stray from your ways of 
justice and compassion, call us back. Have mercy on us, and help us to begin again in love. 

We are imperfect, and yet, we are beloved. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

Holy One, there are many among us who suffer today, whether in mind, body or spirit. We lift up 
the names of our loved ones, and we pray for the healing of all who suffer. 

 (Please say the names, aloud or in your heart, of anyone who is in need of healing.) 

We pray, too, for those who have financial needs, who are in need of employment, and who are in 
need of economic justice. We lift up the names of our loved ones, and we pray for a world in 
which no one’s needs will go unmet. 

 (Please say the names, aloud or in your heart, of anyone who is experiencing such need.) 

Gathered together in love, we gather also in remembrance. We remember those who have come 
before us, whose love and whose sacrifices have touched our lives, making it possible for us to be 
as we are.  As we speak the names or our departed loved ones, we offer a prayer of thanks for 
these precious memories and we pray that you will comfort all who mourn. 

 (Please speak the names of anyone you wish to remember today.) 



 

As our world is filled with suffering, need and grief, it is also filled with blessing and abundance.  
Mindful of the abundance in our own lives, we offer thanks! 

 (Please name aloud those blessings for which you are thankful.) 

In our hearts, we carry many individual prayers. Knowing that we are all connected, one in the 
body of Christ, we lift up these prayers together. The prayer of one among us is the prayer of all. 

 (Please take a moment to offer your prayer silently) 

God, in your mercy, hear our prayers! 

Creator God, you have called us into being and given us purposes to fulfill.  Each of us has unique 
gifts, and all our gifts are needed in your world. 

Help us to hear and to heed our callings. 

This church, too, has a calling.  We come together to discern our purpose and to live into it 
together.  Fill our hearts with love for you and your world.  Strengthen us for the service ahead.  
Give us the courage to let go of all that holds us back from fulfilling your desires.  Give us the 
wisdom and the creativity to discover new ways of being.  God, you have called us here. 

What are you calling us to do?  Speak, for your servants are listening  

 (Let us remain in silent prayer as we listen for God.) 

Amen.             Adapted from a prayer by the Rev. Jamez Terry 

Call to Offering/Offering Prayer 
Please donate generously through alkiucc.org, through a mailed donation to the church office or 
through text‐to‐give by texting the word “AlkiUCC” to 44321 and a donation link will come back to 
you. Your support for Alki is more important now than ever as the church seeks to be a prophetic 
voice for all people in the year ahead.  

Musical Offering  Psalm 23, Japanese version (author unknown) 
    Composed and sung by Betsy S 

Announcements 

Moment of Ministry  Mission/Radical Redevelopment 

Closing Song  For Everyone Born  Shirley Erena Murray 

Benediction    Rev. Louis Mitchell 

Postlude   

Hospitality Hour   

Alki UCC Sunday worship is recorded for posting on YouTube. 

# # # # 

(Photo taken outside Queenstown by Larisa’s amazing niece, Saska,  
currently living a dream as she travels New Zealand) 


