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Order of Service for the Worship of God 

First Sunday in Advent 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Music         Becky Cain, Accompanist 
       Bethany Bevier, Guitar 

Welcome                        Rev. Emily Tanis‐Likkel 

Candle Lighting Liturgy:  “What gives you hope?”   
   

        John C, Liturgist    Ministry Team members: 
             Faith Formation, Building and Grounds, Worship Logistics 

 Sung Response            Light the Advent Candle vs. 1  

 Prayer for Transformation             (responsive) 
God of today and God of tomorrow, 
you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.” 
But we say, “Our lives are too messy.” 
You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.” 
But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.” 
You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.” 
But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.” 
God of today and God of tomorrow, 
we know in our hearts that there’s room for us here. 
Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you. 
Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best. 
Help us remember, today and tomorrow, 
There’s room for every story. Amen. 

Words of Grace  

Opening Song      #116, O Come, O Come Emmanuel vs. 1 & 2    (music after order of sevice) 

Scripture Readings Isaiah 2:1‐5, NRSV 

Sung Response  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In days to come 
the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 

 



 
Sung Response  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

Many peoples shall come and say, 
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

Sung Response  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning‐hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

Sung Response  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 

Sung Response  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart! 

Scripture  Matthew 1:1‐17, The Message 
The family tree of Jesus Christ, David’s son, Abraham’s son: 
Abraham had Isaac, 
Isaac had Jacob, 
Jacob had Judah and his brothers, 
Judah had Perez and Zerah (the mother was Tamar), 
Perez had Hezron, 
Hezron had Aram, 
Aram had Amminadab, 
Amminadab had Nahshon, 
Nahshon had Salmon, 
Salmon had Boaz (his mother was Rahab), 
Boaz had Obed (Ruth was the mother), 
Obed had Jesse, 
Jesse had David, 
and David became king. 
David had Solomon (Uriah’s wife was the mother), 
Solomon had Rehoboam, 
Rehoboam had Abijah, 
Abijah had Asa, 
Asa had Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat had Joram, 
Joram had Uzziah, 
 



 
Uzziah had Jotham, 
Jotham had Ahaz, 
Ahaz had Hezekiah, 
Hezekiah had Manasseh, 
Manasseh had Amon, 
Amon had Josiah, 
Josiah had Jehoiachin and his brothers, 
and then the people were taken into the Babylonian exile. 
When the Babylonian exile ended, 
Jeconiah had Shealtiel, 
Shealtiel had Zerubbabel, 
Zerubbabel had Abiud, 
Abiud had Eliakim, 
Eliakim had Azor, 
Azor had Zadok, 
Zadok had Achim, 
Achim had Eliud, 
Eliud had Eleazar, 
Eleazar had Matthan, 
Matthan had Jacob, 
Jacob had Joseph, Mary’s husband, 
the Mary who gave birth to Jesus, 
the Jesus who was called Christ. 

There were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, 
another fourteen from David to the Babylonian exile, 
and yet another fourteen from the Babylonian exile to Christ. 

Sermon          “There’s Room for Every Story”      

Quiet Meditation 

Song    #109, With Joy Draw Water   

Prayers of the People: Following the prayers, you are invited to come forward to write a single word 
prayer on a leaf and attach it to the wreath. 

Testimony of Faith           (unison) 
We believe in a God who promised to Abraham, who wrestled with Jacob,  
who walked with Ruth, who spoke with Moses, who grieved with Bathsheba, 
who danced with David, who dreamed with Joseph, and who hoped like Mary. 
We believe in a God who has been loving, inviting, transforming,  
and challenging us from generation to generation.  
And we believe that same God is here with us now, saying,  
“Come on in; there’s room for you here.” Amen. 

Time, Talent and Treasure 
Online: Please donate generously through alkiucc.org, through a mailed donation  
to the church office or through text‐to‐give by texting the word “AlkiUCC” to 44321; 
a donation link will come back to you. Your support for Alki is more important now  
than ever as Alki UCC seeks to be a prophetic voice for all people in the year ahead.  

 



Order of Worship Subject to Change; Music Covered by One License.net #A‐7 10529 

Liturgy  from A Sanctified Art? “Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.” 

Image: Genealogy of Christ by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

Portions of today’s service are recorded for posting on Alki UCC’s YouTube channel. 
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Announcements 

Offering Invitation 

Musical Offering   

Doxology     #778    
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  

Closing Song            #117, Lift Up Your Heads 

 Benediction         

 Sending Song            Advent Candle           (refrain) 

Candle, candle, burning bright, 
shining in the cold winter night; 
candle, candle, burning bright, 
fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

Hospitality Hour 
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