
 

ALKI UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
November 19, 2023 

Order of Service  
for the Worship of God 

 THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 

 
Gathering Music          Prelude          Felix Blumenfeld 
        Stephen Anthony Rawson, Music Director 

Prelude            #347, Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ Fred Kaan and Doreen Potter 

Welcome                Rev. Emily Tanis‐Likkel   

Sung Response       Holy Ground           Geron Davis  
We are standing on holy ground, 
and I know that there are angels all around. 
Let us praise Jesus now. 

  We are standing in God's presence on holy ground 

Call to Worship       Bonita C, Liturgist      (responsive) 
               (by Rev. Emily Tanis‐Likkel, Inspired by Psalm 90:1‐12) 

Holy One, we have nestled into your love all these years. 
Even before the wonder of evolution, 
Or the awesome splendor of creation, 
In all time and space, you hold us. 

The spirals of death and life surround us, 
Our attempts to push and pull at time are futile; 
We want to live well, to leave a mark. 
You know our fears. 

This day, this moment, it matters. 
We lean into your wisdom. 
We exhale‐‐ 
You are still here.  

Opening Song         #3, Wakantanka Taku Nitawa (Many and great, O God)   Dakota Hymn  

Prayer for Transformation 

Words of Grace 

Scripture           Matthew 25:14‐30    International Children’s Bible 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a man who was going to another place for a visit. Before he left, 
he talked with his servants. The man told them to take care of his things while he was gone. He 
decided how much each servant would be able to care for. He gave one servant five bags of 
money. He gave another servant two bags of money. And he gave a third servant one bag of 
money. Then the man left. The servant who got five bags went quickly to invest the money. 
The five bags of money earned five more. It was the same with the servant who had two bags 
of money. He invested the money and earned two more. But the servant who got one bag of 
money went out and dug a hole in the ground. Then he hid his master’s money in the hole. 



 

“After a long time the master came home. He asked the servants what they did with his money. 
The servant who got five bags of money brought five more bags to the master. The servant said, 
‘Master, you trusted me to care for five bags of money. So I used your five bags to earn five more.’ 
The master answered, ‘You did well. You are a good servant who can be trusted. You did well with 
small things. So I will let you care for much greater things. Come and share my happiness with me.’ 
“Then the servant who got two bags of money came to the master. The servant said, ‘Master, you 
gave me two bags of money to care for. So I used your two bags to earn two more.’ The master 
answered, ‘You did well. You are a good servant who can be trusted. You did well with small 
things. So I will let you care for much greater things. Come and share my happiness with me.’ 

“Then the servant who got one bag of money came to the master. The servant said, ‘Master, I 
knew that you were a hard man. You harvest things you did not plant. You gather crops where you 
did not sow any seed. So I was afraid. I went and hid your money in the ground. Here is the bag of 
money you gave me.’ The master answered, ‘You are a bad and lazy servant! You say you knew 
that I harvest things I did not plant, and that I gather crops where I did not sow any seed? So you 
should have put my money in the bank. Then, when I came home, I would get my money back with 
interest.’ 

“So the master told his other servants, ‘Take the bag of money from that servant and give it to the 
servant who has ten bags of money. Everyone who uses what he has will get more. He will have 
much more than he needs. But the one who does not use what he has will have everything taken 
away from him.’ Then the master said, ‘Throw that useless servant outside, into the darkness! 
There people will cry and grind their teeth with pain.’ 

Sermon             “The Fear of Not Getting it Right” 

Quiet Meditation 

Song              Take This Moment      John Bell 
Take this moment, sign and space; 
Take my friends around; 
Here among us make the place 
Where your love is found. 

Take the time to call my name, 
Take the time to mend 
Who I am and what I’ve been, 
All I’ve failed to tend. 

Take the tiredness of my days, 
Take my past regret, 
Letting your forgiveness touch 
All I can’t forgive. 

Take the little child in me 
Scared of growing old; 
Help me here to find my worth 
Made in God’s own mold. 

Take my talents, take my skills, 
Take what’s yet to be; 
Let my life be yours, and yet 

         Let it still be me. 
 

  



Prayers of the People             

Time, Talent and Treasure 

Announcements        Please post announcements in Zoom chat. 

Ministry Team Moment:  Outreach/Social Justice 

Offering Invitation 
Online: Please donate generously through alkiucc.org, through a mailed donation  
to the church office or through text‐to‐give by texting the word “AlkiUCC” to 44321; 
a donation link will come back to you. Your support for Alki is more important than ever. 

Musical Offering        In the Fields of the Lord Audrey Assad and Isaac Wardell 

Doxology             #27, Lasst Uns Erfreuen  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ and Spirit, One. Alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 

Closing Song           God Whose Giving Knows No Ending  Robert Edwards  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benediction 

Sending Music      Better is One Day  Matt Redman 
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God, whose giving knows no ending, 
From your rich and endless store: 
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, 
Costly cross, grave’s shattered door, 
Gifted by you, we turn to you, 
Offering up ourselves in praise; 
Thankful song shall rise forever, 
Gracious donor of our days. 

Skills and time are ours for pressing 
Toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
All at peace in health and freedom, 
People joined, the Church made one. 

Now direct our daily labor, 
Lest we strive for self alone; 
Born with talents, make us servants 
Fit to answer at your throne. 

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 
Gain through powers your grace conferred; 
Ours to use for home and kindred, 
And to spread the Gospel Word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, 
As we heed Christ’s ageless call, 
Healing, Teaching, and reclaiming, 
Serving you by loving all.  

 

Order of Worship Subject to Change;  
Music Covered by One License.net #A‐7 10529 

Photo by Pro Church Media on Unsplash 
Portions of today’s service are recorded for posting  

on Alki UCC’s YouTube channel. 

Alki United Church of Christ (Alki UCC) 
6115 SW Hinds  Seattle WA 98116 

206/935‐2661    alkiucc.org 
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